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At the time, her art was taking

expression in fabric. She was fasci-

nated with textures and colors. She

did burlap wall hangings, using

nylon thread so it was invisible in

the fabric. She created framed works

of felt animals pasted on a back-

ground of ink drawings of circus

scenes which were sold in children’s

shops. She did batik — working

with hot wax and dyes, applying lay-

ers of painting to fabric.

I
spent a lovely evening with

Marge Chavooshian talking

about her life and art in her Glen

Afton garden. Marge is one of those

people who remind you that life is to

be savored and lived to the fullest. 

From an early age, Marge was inter-

ested in art and music. She longed to

play the piano, and her parents sur-

prised her with one when she was

eight years old. When she saw the

piano, she declared in her parent's

native Armenian, “I’m going to raise

the roof  with my music.” The gift

was especially remarkable since this

was during the Great Depression,

but her parents were supportive of

Marge’s drive. Private piano lessons

provided studies in classical music

for the next 10 years. 

As a young teenager during World

War II, Marge wrote the music and

lyrics to songs for relatives in the

military. She sent Irving Berlin some

of her music, but he returned her

work to avoid charges of plagiarism. 

That was Marge – gutsy and bold

and following her heart.

Annual Edition 2009

Museum Hours

Tuesday - Saturday 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Sunday 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Closed Mondays and Municipal Holidays

Visit www.ellarslie.org  for more information and directions

or contact Museum Director Brian O. Hill at 609.989.3632

The Trenton City Museum is owned, maintained and operated by the City  

of Trenton, Department of Recreation, Natural Resources and Culture,  

Division of Culture and is located at the Ellarslie Mansion in  

Cadwalader Park. This publication is made possible in part by the Mercer  

County Cultural and Heritage Commission through funding from the  

Mercer County Board of Chosen Freeholders, and the New Jersey State  

Council on the Arts/Department of State, a Partner Agency of the  

National Endowment of the Arts. 

All programs and additional support are provided by the Trenton Museum

Society.
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Elizabeth McCue and Bruce Rigby
November 14 - January 3

Utility and Artistry: Works of the Stangl and
Fulper Potteries, December 3 - May 2

Trenton Public Schools Art Show
January 9 - February 21

A Taste of Chocolate, February 13, 8 p.m.

Charles McVicker and Nora Chavooshian
February 27 - April 18

Na'Bodach, March 12, 8-10 p.m.

Zydeco Band, April 16, 7:30 p.m.

Ellarslie Open XXVIII, April 24 - June 20

Fred Miller, June 11

...and much more. Check the ellarslie website regularly.

What’s Ahead

Trenton Museum Society
PO Box 1034
Trenton, NJ 08606

Photo by bob heil
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fifth year, is just one
of twenty-four awards
given out, with the
purchases and prizes
now totaling over
$10,000, a 30%
increase over last
year. Next year, we
will expand our
awards to include the
boehm Award for
excellence in ceramics,
thanks to our renewed
partnership with boehm Porcelains. We
continually strive to expand the exhibition
schedule and bring to you the very best in
programming. 

As testament to the commitment of this
board and the volunteers working here, the
museum society is now logging stagger-
ing numbers of volunteer hours. the vol-
unteers who help at the museum, the
museum staff and the museum patrons
made this museum the success that it has
become. President Carolyn Stetson’s
incredible dedication, leadership by exam-
ple, and commitment to the trenton
Museum Society are inspiring, contagious
and appreciated by us all. We continue to
keep a full agenda, and there is much to
do to maintain the vision and energy in
order to keep the building, the programs,
and the park in great condition. how can
we make the trenton City Museum better?
only with your continued support through
membership and donations can we do
more. Join, contribute, and be part of
trenton’s cultural capital at the trenton
City Museum.

brian o. hill, M.A., Director

how can we make the
trenton City Museum
better? What can we
do?  the trenton
Museum Society and
the trenton City
Museum are bell-
wethers, producing a

terrific product for the community that is
the City of trenton.

We continually strive to develop and main-
tain the trenton City Museum to respond
to the needs of our community. the num-
ber of groups now using ellarslie Mansion
for their meetings, such as Preservation
New Jersey, the New Jersey historic
trust, Advocates for New Jersey history,
Capital health Systems, the New Jersey
historical Society, and New Jersey
Recreation and Parks means that we are
meeting those goals. 

thanks to the stellar job of the trenton
Museum Society collections management
team, the exhibitions and displays of
trenton history have changed the face of
the museum. the team continues to
explore the collection and develop exhibi-
tions dovetailing the history of the city
with the mission of the museum. our
growing attendance is evidence that the
public is embracing our hard work. 

in our contemporary exhibition schedule,
we persistently look for cutting edge work
and hope we continue to launch careers.
the ellarslie open XXVii and the Salon at
Artworks continued the legacy of the pre-
mier exhibition (with over 900 attending
the opening), not only of our season, but
also in the entire region. We now boast a
very colorful ellarslie open calendar. the
ben Whitmire Purchase Award, now in its

T
he gift shop at Ellarslie,

named for Molly Merlino,

one of the charter members of

the Trenton Museum Society, has

expanded and grown over the years.

A wide variety of merchandise is

available with an array of unusual

gifts, including hand-made pottery,

jewelry, children’s gifts and Trenton

memorabilia. 

Books pertaining to the local pottery

industry and children’s books by

local authors are also featured. Of

special interest are scenes of Trenton

and the area by local artists, depict-

ing landmarks of today and those

that are but memories.

The annual holiday sale, featuring

local artisans, is held the first week-

end in December. Artists and crafters

are welcome to sell their merchan-

dise in time for holiday giving.

You’re sure to find something to take

home from Molly’s…visit often.

The Ellarslie Muse From the Director

Mission of The Trenton Museum Society

the trenton Museum Society is a volunteer, non-
profit organization which supports the trenton City
Museum at ellarslie Mansion. this museum was
established to collect, conserve, and display tangible
items that represent the culture and traditions of all
trentonians. Collections, changing exhibitions and
public programs are supported by the museum to
advance the historical and cultural significance of
trenton, its people and its industries. the trenton
Museum Society supports the acquisition and con-
servation of the permanent collection and originates
programs to sustain and nurture the cultural life of
trenton and its artists and to foster aesthetic aware-
ness in fine and decorative arts.

© 2009
trenton Museum Society

is a publication of the
trenton Museum Society
P.o. box 1034, trenton, NJ 08606
(609) 989-1191

Edited by 

Kelly Bowser

Designed and produced by

Jan Applebaum

The Trenton City Museum at
Historic Ellarslie Mansion

ellarslie Mansion, home of the trenton
City Museum, was originally conceived
ca. 1848 as a summer residence for
wealthy Philadelphia industrialist henry
McCall. later in the century, the italianate-
style residence and over 100 acres sur-
rounding it, were purchased by the City of
trenton for a park. Noted landscape
architect Frederick law olmsted sculpted
rolling hills and rural vistas for city resi-
dents to enjoy. today visitors to the man-
sion also enjoy the museum’s extensive
collection of trenton pottery and 19th
century industrial artifacts as well as
changing exhibits featuring regional
artists and local history.

Molly’s ~ the Shop at Ellarslie 

Conquest of Error
from the 27th Ellarslie
Open
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Metal Company (EAMCO), and

Tiffany & Company.

The third major producer was the

Ceramic Arts Company (CAC),

formed in 1889 by Walter Scott Lenox

and others. Lenox brought in top artists

and allowed them to sign their works.

CAC continued until 1906 when the

company changed its name to Lenox,

Did You Know?
A

merican Belleek was pro-

duced between the 1880s

and the late 1920s, mostly in

Trenton. The production process was

the same as Irish Belleek, but the

decoration was very different.

The first Trenton maker was Ott &

Brewer. According to author Robert

Cunningham, the pieces they pro-

duced from 1882 to 1892 were prob-

ably the best examples of Belleek

ever produced in this country. The

work was based on forms from

nature — leaves, shells, tree branch-

es and flower buds — decorated

with heavy gold paste.

The production of Belleek was a

very time-consuming and expensive

process. Lenox hand-painted vases,

for example, sold for $700 - $1,400

in 1903. Trenton porcelain was dis-

tributed and sold by the nation’s

most prestigious retailers: Tiffany &

Company, Reed & Barton, and

Shreve & Company. 

A second company, Willets, began pro-

ducing Belleek in 1887. While their

early work was similar to that of Ott &

Brewer, they started producing geo-

metric shapes and added hand painting

to the gold paste decoration.

Trenton porcelains were also deco-

rated in partnership with silver

shops. Forms were sold to silver

overlay companies like Mauser,

DePasse, Gorham, Electrolytic Art

American Belleek, Cybis and Boehm Porcelain

This exhibit, a display of some of the finest porcelains ever made in Trenton, opened on April 4, 2009 in con-
junction with The Potteries of Trenton Society (POTS) Symposium "Art Revealed by Industry: Painters, Sculptors
and Designers Create Trenton's Ceramics."

which continued producing Belleek

into the mid-1920s.

this summary was adapted from the article “American
belleek” by trustee Robert Cunningham, in the
January/February 2009 issue of the Journal of the

American Art Pottery Association, Vol. 25, No. 1, with
additional information provided by trustee Chris Casarona.

the trenton Museum Society highlighted trenton belleek
in the exhibit American belleek, Cybis and boehm, 
April 4 – November 1, 2009.

Barak Obama, Phil McAuliffe

44: Barak Obama and the 2008
Presidential Campaign

Photographs by Phil McAuliffe

Trenton Makes Art,
George Zienowicz,
Zienowicz Signs

Made in Trenton

June 20 - September 13
An exhibit of the many and
varied goods produced in
the capital city today.

Exhibitions: 2008 - 2009

Brown Bottle Still Life, Larry Chestnut

Ellarslie Open XXVII Mayor's Award for Excellence

Courtly Love, Natalie Featherston

Made You Look, The Art of Deception
Deborah Raven, Eric Schultz & Natalie Featherston

East Hanover Street, Louis Russomanno

Ellarslie Open XXVII Trenton Museum Society Purchase Award

Live Bait, Eric Fowler

Cityscapes and Country Ceramics
September 20, 2008 - November 9, 2008
Eric Fowler and Sharon Kingsbury

In the Shadows, Earl Lewis

Forged by Fire, Cooled by Water
Sasha Parubchenko, Earl Lewis and Hari Hawkins
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present. our classes and workshops
nur ture par ticipants’ creative impulses.
our February fundraiser, a taste of
Chocolate, offers a unique occasion for
a good time while suppor ting a good
cause. 

in September 2009 we included a new
oppor tunity for our members and
friends to share their good for tune. We
joined with the battle Against hunger to
raise money for local organizations that
feed the hungry. 

Membership offers a tremendous value,
with invitations to all our events, special
members-only hours at many of our
opening receptions, discounts at
Molly’s ~ the Shop at ellarslie, and
preferential treatment and discounts on
all our classes and workshops for both
children and adults.

there’s always something exciting hap-
pening at the trenton City Museum. to
keep up with what’s going on, visit our
website at www.ellarslie.org. 

Share our good for tune and join us. 

Sincerely,
Carolyn Stetson
President
trenton Museum Society

Hospitality

If you enjoy the openings at the

Trenton City Museum, you have the

Hospitality Committee to thank. The

committee is responsible for keeping

the food and beverages flowing. In

2008-2009, the small team provided

hospitality for seven openings,

where a good time was had by all.

Your Digital TMS

Like other organizations, the Trenton

Museum Society has been steadily

moving toward more communication

with members and the community

through online resources. This allows

us to be greener, to save on mailing

costs, and to keep you informed of

events and programs in a timely man-

ner. Our web site provides up-to-date

information on museum activities and

soon it will have a new look. A team of

museum society members is develop-

ing a sleeker, more intuitive organiza-

tion to make information more accessi-

ble and more interesting.

Our email list is essential for notifying

friends of the museum of new exhibits,

opening receptions, concerts, classes,

demonstrations, and other opportuni-

ties to take advantage of the many

resources the Trenton City Museum

offers. If we don’t have your email

address, you will miss many important

announcements. If you have not given

us your current email address, please

send an email to tms@ellarslie.org so

that we can add you to our list.

We invite you to
share our good 
for tune. 

Despite the difficult
economic times, the
past year was the
trenton City

Museum’s best yet. our membership
and attendance were up and barely a
week went by without something special
happening at ellarslie.

Under the able leadership of Rich
Willinger, the Collections Management
Committee mounted three spectacular
exhibits — Chein toys, American
belleek and A taste of trenton — as
well as several smaller ones. 

in 2009 - 2010, we invite our members
to par ticipate in the Stangl/Fulper potter-
ies exhibit and in a special spring exhibit
we are planning to highlight pieces from
our members’ collections.

We all know that the ar ts uplift the spir-
it. Done well, they can provide escape
from the everyday and help to give us a
perspective on our lives. this year our
varied programming appeals to more
people than ever, providing educational
and enter taining experiences for our
members and other patrons. 

We provide lively musical programs in
many styles from around the world. our
insightful lectures and presentations
reveal little-known aspects of the
trenton area’s cultural life, past and

Donate to the Trenton
Museum Society at
www.ellarslie.org. 

Follow us on Facebook:
become a fan of the Trenton
City Museum at Ellarslie
Mansion. Join the group
Trenton City Museum -
Ellarslie Mansion.

Follow us on Twitter at
Ellarslie.

Special Thanks to Patron Level
and Above Members

2009

Christiana Foglio Palmer and 

Douglas Palmer

Tom Phillips

Debra D'Arcangelo and Edward Dippold

Jane Rohlf and Ted Boyer

Barbara Berkman

Jim and Ann Carlucci

David Chiacchio

Jennifer and Paul Concha

Robert and Noreen Cunningham

Michelle Emerson and Dan Dodson

Beth and Garry Feltus

Karl Flesch

Joseph Giglio and Sally Baxter

Robert Girandola

Samuel Graff and Sally Lane

Rob and Tina Greco

John Hatch and David Henderson

Mary Sue Henifin and Howard Hardy

Raymond Hill

Susan and Bill Hogan

Carol and Curt Hubert

Ryszard and Janina Kowalczuk

Myrna and Levi Kushner

Charles Lorimer

Richard and Phyllis Micketti

Paul Mitsis and Tom Chiola

Brian Murphy

Mike and Debbie Raab

Debbie and Mike Rawls

Patricia Rodeawald and Jim Ambrosio

M. Jacquelin Saba

Dan and Linda Schwartz

Bobbie and Chuck Shelingoski

Howard Siskowitz and Yvonne Skaggs

J. Jay Smith and Mark Williams

Carolyn Stetson

R. Swann

Gail Szenes

Charles F. Tarr and Roy Ziegler

Trenton Historical Society

Joan and Michael Vetter

Joann Webster

Richard Willinger

Doreen Wright

Elizabeth and Peter Yull

Dear Patrons of the Arts

The Cheese Table at a museum opening

Trenton Museum Society 
Board of Trustees

Carolyn Stetson

President

Gail Szenes

Vice President

Roberta Kaszuba

Treasurer

Shawn Fay

Recording Secretary

Karl Flesch

Corresponding Secretary

Brian Hill

Ex-Officio

Jan Applebaum

Kelly Bowser

Laurie Budrewicz

Chris Casarona

Robert Cunningham

Rob Girandola

Tina Greco

Pete Harris

Bob Heil

Carol Hill

Bill Hogan

Charles Inman

Lisa Jones

Millee Medina

Brian Murphy

Annette Njie

Chris Pulos

Pat Rodeawald

Joseph Rubino

Khalilah Sabree

Judy Sears

Lynne Semmel

Bobbie Shelingowski

Priscilla Snow Algava

Brenda Springsted

Richard Willinger
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Education 

The Trenton Museum Society’s

Education Committee sponsored Art

in the Park workshops for children

in the summer, fall and winter. The

summer classes in 2008 drew 22 stu-

dents, with additional attendees from

Anchor House. The winter Art in the

Park classes were also a resounding

success and featured an opportunity

for adults to attend workshops in

mosaic tile and photography, in

addition to the children’s classes. 

Other educational opportunities

included a puppet-making workshop

during the Chein Toy Exhibit open-

ing, a watercolor class with Marge

Chavooshian and a two-week sum-

mer camp in conjunction with

Passage Theater.
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Membership 

In 2008-2009 the Trenton Museum

Society exceeded its membership

goals, marking a 20 percent increase

over the previous year and reflecting

the overall increase in attendance at

openings, participation in Ellarslie

programs, and first-time visits to the

museum. 

Still, we must continue to grow if

we are to continue to sponsor quality

exhibits and programs. 

Members enjoy the benefits of pri-

vate previews of exhibits, discounts

in the museum store, and reduced

admission price to events and educa-

tional programs — all the while sup-

porting Trenton’s premier cultural

institution. 

We encourage members to use their

guest passes for openings and music

events to introduce the museum to

people who haven’t yet discovered

all that it has to offer. 

In the coming year, we hope to add

organizations, and professional,

business, and corporate members to

our rolls. Patrons, contributors and

sponsors will be acknowledged on

the museum web site and at all

museum programs.

Collections Management 

The Collections

Management

Committee had

an extraordinari-

ly busy and pro-

ductive 2008-

2009 season. In

addition to

mounting

exhibits, it made

strong progress

in processing collections and organ-

izing the Trenton Museum Society

office. While this may sound mun-

dane, these tasks are essential to

good collections management. 

However, the public exhibits were

the most noticeable work of this

busy group. Dining Out on Trenton

featured the Maddock and Scammell

pottery collections. The Anniversary

Exhibit celebrated the anniversaries

of Ellarslie Mansion, the Trenton

Museum Society and the Trenton

City Museum. A Toy Story high-

lighted seven decades of J. Chein

and Company, the New Jersey

Toymaker. A Taste of Trenton, held

in conjunction with a traveling exhi-

bition created by the Smithsonian

Institution, focused on food products

produced in Trenton. And an exhibit

of American Belleek, Cybis and

Boehm porcelain opened on April 4,

2009, timed to coincide with the

annual meeting of the Potteries of

Trenton Society. 

shelf, a cigar box full of gold-glazed

rectangular tiles.  Not realizing their

true value as Mueller tiles, the chil-

dren saw them as pirate booty, bury-

ing them over

and over,

even making

maps to the

“golden treas-

ure.”

Elise Bruner

donated a

Mueller

Machine Co.

sign made of

blue tiles framed by

white tiles along with

a collection of

ephemera relating to

the company.  The

sign was designed by

Herman C. Mueller

for his brother

Hilmer’s machine

company.  According

to the Trenton

Directories, both

Herman and Hilmer lived and

worked in Trenton at the turn of the

last century.  In 1910 Herman

Mueller advertised the Mueller

Mosaic Company on Cedar Lane,

but his brother’s company did not

become the Mueller Machine Co.

until 1915, thus dating our sign after

that date. 

Out of the Closet
T

he Trenton Museum Society

has been blessed through the

years with donations of

Trenton-made ceramics that expand

and enhance

our already

strong collec-

tion. We

have recently

published

articles on

some of the

large dona-

tions, such as

the extensive

Larry Paul

Collection of

Restaurant China and

the recently exhibit-

ed Trent Tile Master

Molds, donated by

the Wenczel Tile

Company.

In 2006 Richard

Winnick of

Connecticutt donated

a cigar box contain-

ing small gold-plated tiles accompa-

nied by a charming story.  When he

was a child his family moved into a

house in Titusville that had once

belonged to Herman C. Mueller,

founder of the Mueller Mosaic

Company of Trenton, maker of arts

and crafts style tiles.  While explor-

ing the basement, he and his siblings

discovered, hidden far back on a

Roller Coaster, loaned by Pat Sachs

A Toy Story: Seven Decades of J. Chein and Company,
New Jersey Toymaker
November 21, 2008 - March 22, 2009

A never before exhibited collection of J. Chein and
Company tin toys and memorabilia was on display on
the second floor of the museum.  Chein family mem-
bers of the Burlington, New Jersey business exhibited
toys and memorablilia from their personal collections,
accompanied by pieces from the extensive collection
of Georgia Marsh, the world’s leading collector of
Chein Toys.

Orginal Trenton
Cracker Tray

A Taste of Trenton

January 31 - 
September 14, 2009

Time Out, Lynda Juel

Lynda Juel and Marie Sturken

Juel's specialty is additive sculpture and found
art manipulation. Juel’s sculpture is constructed
from long filaments cut from aluminum cans, then
woven or wrapped into a mesh covered armature.
Juel describes her work: “the colors from the
cans provide an interesting palette." Juel finds
that because she is able to stop and start work
when time permits, the medium is appropriate to
her world. Her work often focuses on women and
frequently uses domestic imagery.  “Brooms and
vacuums, irons, empty dresses, shoes, gloves, and
children's clothes reflect the realities of ordinary
life through metaphor and irony, playing on the
edges between light and dark.”
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Although Marge has lived in Trenton

for over 50 years, she was born, edu-

cated and worked in New York City.

She was lucky enough to attend

Washington Irving High School, an

all-girls school known for its art pro-

gram. There she studied painting,

even working from nude models

(women, of course). She intended to

pursue fabric art as a profession, but

at the last minute decided on com-

mercial art because she thought it

would give her more opportunities

and a wider range of experience. 

Marge knew she would have to get a

job after high school rather than go to

college, so she graduated on a Tuesday,

found a job on Wednesday and started

work on Thursday. This was the pat-

tern of her life – she never missed a

day of school or work.

Marge’s education in commercial art

served her well. In her first job she

created drawings that were turned

into needlework patterns. They were

advertised for 10 cents each in the

New York Times. As she worked

during the day, she continued her

studies at the Art Students League,

studying oil painting with Reginald

Marsh and watercolor with Mario

Cooper. 

Marge also worked at a high-end

men’s clothing store, which used her

illustrations of the store’s merchan-

Page 6 Page 7The Ellarslie Muse 2009

medium, and she had become very

interested in rural scenes and old

architecture. The shapes she had cut

out of felt and burlap were now

shadows that she saw in the world

around her — “values” that she

transferred to paper in watercolor. 

Marge always has a sketchbook at

the ready and sketches from life,

improving her powers of observa-

tion, sharpening her skills and mak-

ing her adept at drawing quickly. In

two separate six-month sabbaticals

in Europe she produced 257 works

of art. It’s a testament to the quality

of the work that the Trenton City

Museum gave her a one-woman

show and displayed 90 of the first

dise in its advertising. She designed

window displays for the store and

won fifth place in a contest — quite

an accomplishment for a 19-year-old

competing against Madison Avenue

professionals. 

She then went on to do layout, let-

tering and drawing for a new maga-

zine, Today’s Woman. Her life took a

different turn when she met and

married Budd Chavooshian. Budd

was attending college at Penn State,

so they moved to Pennsylvania.

The change afforded Marge the

opportunity to explore her own inter-

ests in art, rather than create what

would sell. Watercolor was her

137 paintings, selling 45 on opening

night. (One painting was sold twice

— Trenton Museum Society staffers

couldn’t keep up with the sales). 

A fellowship from the New Jersey

Council on the Arts allowed her to

explore her passion for old, historic

buildings. She painted in the five

oldest cities in New Jersey, Trenton

being one of them. The buildings she

painted weren’t always set for

preservation – in some cases her

paintings are all that remain. The

historic “True American” newspaper

building on Warren Street in Trenton

is an example of one of these lost

buildings. The New Jersey State

Museum gave her a solo show of 55

paintings, including these works.

Most of Marge’s watercolors are

painted on location, in “plein air.”

She believes “utilizing photography

has its advantages, but working from

nature is the most sincere form of

painting.” Marge says this style of

painting has rewards beyond the

work itself. 

She continues to paint this way —

taking a small bag of paints, brushes,

a stool and paper on location. 

In addition to her painting, Marge also

has taught art in the Trenton school

system. She has conducted workshops

in Cape May for 25 years, and she

continues to offer workshops and

demonstrations.  

included in Rockport Publishers books

on watercolor and in several American

art magazines. She’s listed in the

Who’s Who in American Art and the

Who’s Who of American Women.

Her secret to staying young and vibrant?

“Just pick up a brush,” she says.

For those of us who don’t have her tal-

ent, it will have to be enough to enjoy

her work.

Marge’s career has been long, varied

and successful. She’s won 164 awards,

her first at age 17 for an oil painting of

hands. Her work in fabric has been rec-

ognized in a number of books, and she

has been on file with the American

Crafts Council of New York. She has

been elected to several national soci-

eties, including the American

Watercolor Society and the National

Watercolor Society. Collections include

the New Jersey State, Zimmerli and

Morris museums, Rider University,

and various corporations. Her work is

Marge (continued from page 1)

“utilizing photography has

its advantages, but work-

ing from nature is the most

sincere form of painting.”

Marge Chavooshian

Lily’s on the Canal by Marge Chavooshian

Bernardsville by Marge Chavooshian

Remember When...

Cadwalader Park amusement rides circa 1959
Pictured are trustee Karl Flesch and neighbor, Sharon Hite
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Although Marge has lived in Trenton

for over 50 years, she was born, edu-

cated and worked in New York City.

She was lucky enough to attend

Washington Irving High School, an

all-girls school known for its art pro-

gram. There she studied painting,

even working from nude models

(women, of course). She intended to

pursue fabric art as a profession, but

at the last minute decided on com-

mercial art because she thought it

would give her more opportunities

and a wider range of experience. 

Marge knew she would have to get a

job after high school rather than go to

college, so she graduated on a Tuesday,

found a job on Wednesday and started

work on Thursday. This was the pat-

tern of her life – she never missed a

day of school or work.

Marge’s education in commercial art

served her well. In her first job she

created drawings that were turned

into needlework patterns. They were

advertised for 10 cents each in the

New York Times. As she worked

during the day, she continued her

studies at the Art Students League,

studying oil painting with Reginald

Marsh and watercolor with Mario

Cooper. 

Marge also worked at a high-end

men’s clothing store, which used her

illustrations of the store’s merchan-
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medium, and she had become very

interested in rural scenes and old

architecture. The shapes she had cut

out of felt and burlap were now

shadows that she saw in the world

around her — “values” that she

transferred to paper in watercolor. 

Marge always has a sketchbook at

the ready and sketches from life,

improving her powers of observa-

tion, sharpening her skills and mak-

ing her adept at drawing quickly. In

two separate six-month sabbaticals

in Europe she produced 257 works

of art. It’s a testament to the quality

of the work that the Trenton City

Museum gave her a one-woman

show and displayed 90 of the first

dise in its advertising. She designed

window displays for the store and

won fifth place in a contest — quite

an accomplishment for a 19-year-old

competing against Madison Avenue

professionals. 

She then went on to do layout, let-

tering and drawing for a new maga-

zine, Today’s Woman. Her life took a

different turn when she met and

married Budd Chavooshian. Budd

was attending college at Penn State,

so they moved to Pennsylvania.

The change afforded Marge the

opportunity to explore her own inter-

ests in art, rather than create what

would sell. Watercolor was her

137 paintings, selling 45 on opening

night. (One painting was sold twice

— Trenton Museum Society staffers

couldn’t keep up with the sales). 

A fellowship from the New Jersey

Council on the Arts allowed her to

explore her passion for old, historic

buildings. She painted in the five

oldest cities in New Jersey, Trenton

being one of them. The buildings she

painted weren’t always set for

preservation – in some cases her

paintings are all that remain. The

historic “True American” newspaper

building on Warren Street in Trenton

is an example of one of these lost

buildings. The New Jersey State

Museum gave her a solo show of 55

paintings, including these works.

Most of Marge’s watercolors are

painted on location, in “plein air.”

She believes “utilizing photography

has its advantages, but working from

nature is the most sincere form of

painting.” Marge says this style of

painting has rewards beyond the

work itself. 

She continues to paint this way —

taking a small bag of paints, brushes,

a stool and paper on location. 

In addition to her painting, Marge also

has taught art in the Trenton school

system. She has conducted workshops

in Cape May for 25 years, and she

continues to offer workshops and

demonstrations.  

included in Rockport Publishers books

on watercolor and in several American

art magazines. She’s listed in the

Who’s Who in American Art and the

Who’s Who of American Women.

Her secret to staying young and vibrant?

“Just pick up a brush,” she says.

For those of us who don’t have her tal-

ent, it will have to be enough to enjoy

her work.

Marge’s career has been long, varied

and successful. She’s won 164 awards,

her first at age 17 for an oil painting of

hands. Her work in fabric has been rec-

ognized in a number of books, and she

has been on file with the American

Crafts Council of New York. She has

been elected to several national soci-

eties, including the American

Watercolor Society and the National

Watercolor Society. Collections include

the New Jersey State, Zimmerli and

Morris museums, Rider University,

and various corporations. Her work is

Marge (continued from page 1)

“utilizing photography has

its advantages, but work-

ing from nature is the most

sincere form of painting.”

Marge Chavooshian

Lily’s on the Canal by Marge Chavooshian
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Education 

The Trenton Museum Society’s

Education Committee sponsored Art

in the Park workshops for children

in the summer, fall and winter. The

summer classes in 2008 drew 22 stu-

dents, with additional attendees from

Anchor House. The winter Art in the

Park classes were also a resounding

success and featured an opportunity

for adults to attend workshops in

mosaic tile and photography, in

addition to the children’s classes. 

Other educational opportunities

included a puppet-making workshop

during the Chein Toy Exhibit open-

ing, a watercolor class with Marge

Chavooshian and a two-week sum-

mer camp in conjunction with

Passage Theater.
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Membership 

In 2008-2009 the Trenton Museum

Society exceeded its membership

goals, marking a 20 percent increase

over the previous year and reflecting

the overall increase in attendance at

openings, participation in Ellarslie

programs, and first-time visits to the

museum. 

Still, we must continue to grow if

we are to continue to sponsor quality

exhibits and programs. 

Members enjoy the benefits of pri-

vate previews of exhibits, discounts

in the museum store, and reduced

admission price to events and educa-

tional programs — all the while sup-

porting Trenton’s premier cultural

institution. 

We encourage members to use their

guest passes for openings and music

events to introduce the museum to

people who haven’t yet discovered

all that it has to offer. 

In the coming year, we hope to add

organizations, and professional,

business, and corporate members to

our rolls. Patrons, contributors and

sponsors will be acknowledged on

the museum web site and at all

museum programs.

Collections Management 

The Collections

Management

Committee had

an extraordinari-

ly busy and pro-

ductive 2008-

2009 season. In

addition to

mounting

exhibits, it made

strong progress

in processing collections and organ-

izing the Trenton Museum Society

office. While this may sound mun-

dane, these tasks are essential to

good collections management. 

However, the public exhibits were

the most noticeable work of this

busy group. Dining Out on Trenton

featured the Maddock and Scammell

pottery collections. The Anniversary

Exhibit celebrated the anniversaries

of Ellarslie Mansion, the Trenton

Museum Society and the Trenton

City Museum. A Toy Story high-

lighted seven decades of J. Chein

and Company, the New Jersey

Toymaker. A Taste of Trenton, held

in conjunction with a traveling exhi-

bition created by the Smithsonian

Institution, focused on food products

produced in Trenton. And an exhibit

of American Belleek, Cybis and

Boehm porcelain opened on April 4,

2009, timed to coincide with the

annual meeting of the Potteries of

Trenton Society. 

shelf, a cigar box full of gold-glazed

rectangular tiles.  Not realizing their

true value as Mueller tiles, the chil-

dren saw them as pirate booty, bury-

ing them over

and over,

even making

maps to the

“golden treas-

ure.”

Elise Bruner

donated a

Mueller

Machine Co.

sign made of

blue tiles framed by

white tiles along with

a collection of

ephemera relating to

the company.  The

sign was designed by

Herman C. Mueller

for his brother

Hilmer’s machine

company.  According

to the Trenton

Directories, both

Herman and Hilmer lived and

worked in Trenton at the turn of the

last century.  In 1910 Herman

Mueller advertised the Mueller

Mosaic Company on Cedar Lane,

but his brother’s company did not

become the Mueller Machine Co.

until 1915, thus dating our sign after

that date. 

Out of the Closet
T

he Trenton Museum Society

has been blessed through the

years with donations of

Trenton-made ceramics that expand

and enhance

our already

strong collec-

tion. We

have recently

published

articles on

some of the

large dona-

tions, such as

the extensive

Larry Paul

Collection of

Restaurant China and

the recently exhibit-

ed Trent Tile Master

Molds, donated by

the Wenczel Tile

Company.

In 2006 Richard

Winnick of

Connecticutt donated

a cigar box contain-

ing small gold-plated tiles accompa-

nied by a charming story.  When he

was a child his family moved into a

house in Titusville that had once

belonged to Herman C. Mueller,

founder of the Mueller Mosaic

Company of Trenton, maker of arts

and crafts style tiles.  While explor-

ing the basement, he and his siblings

discovered, hidden far back on a

Roller Coaster, loaned by Pat Sachs

A Toy Story: Seven Decades of J. Chein and Company,
New Jersey Toymaker
November 21, 2008 - March 22, 2009

A never before exhibited collection of J. Chein and
Company tin toys and memorabilia was on display on
the second floor of the museum.  Chein family mem-
bers of the Burlington, New Jersey business exhibited
toys and memorablilia from their personal collections,
accompanied by pieces from the extensive collection
of Georgia Marsh, the world’s leading collector of
Chein Toys.

Orginal Trenton
Cracker Tray

A Taste of Trenton

January 31 - 
September 14, 2009

Time Out, Lynda Juel

Lynda Juel and Marie Sturken

Juel's specialty is additive sculpture and found
art manipulation. Juel’s sculpture is constructed
from long filaments cut from aluminum cans, then
woven or wrapped into a mesh covered armature.
Juel describes her work: “the colors from the
cans provide an interesting palette." Juel finds
that because she is able to stop and start work
when time permits, the medium is appropriate to
her world. Her work often focuses on women and
frequently uses domestic imagery.  “Brooms and
vacuums, irons, empty dresses, shoes, gloves, and
children's clothes reflect the realities of ordinary
life through metaphor and irony, playing on the
edges between light and dark.”
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present. our classes and workshops
nur ture par ticipants’ creative impulses.
our February fundraiser, a taste of
Chocolate, offers a unique occasion for
a good time while suppor ting a good
cause. 

in September 2009 we included a new
oppor tunity for our members and
friends to share their good for tune. We
joined with the battle Against hunger to
raise money for local organizations that
feed the hungry. 

Membership offers a tremendous value,
with invitations to all our events, special
members-only hours at many of our
opening receptions, discounts at
Molly’s ~ the Shop at ellarslie, and
preferential treatment and discounts on
all our classes and workshops for both
children and adults.

there’s always something exciting hap-
pening at the trenton City Museum. to
keep up with what’s going on, visit our
website at www.ellarslie.org. 

Share our good for tune and join us. 

Sincerely,
Carolyn Stetson
President
trenton Museum Society

Hospitality

If you enjoy the openings at the

Trenton City Museum, you have the

Hospitality Committee to thank. The

committee is responsible for keeping

the food and beverages flowing. In

2008-2009, the small team provided

hospitality for seven openings,

where a good time was had by all.

Your Digital TMS

Like other organizations, the Trenton

Museum Society has been steadily

moving toward more communication

with members and the community

through online resources. This allows

us to be greener, to save on mailing

costs, and to keep you informed of

events and programs in a timely man-

ner. Our web site provides up-to-date

information on museum activities and

soon it will have a new look. A team of

museum society members is develop-

ing a sleeker, more intuitive organiza-

tion to make information more accessi-

ble and more interesting.

Our email list is essential for notifying

friends of the museum of new exhibits,

opening receptions, concerts, classes,

demonstrations, and other opportuni-

ties to take advantage of the many

resources the Trenton City Museum

offers. If we don’t have your email

address, you will miss many important

announcements. If you have not given

us your current email address, please

send an email to tms@ellarslie.org so

that we can add you to our list.

We invite you to
share our good 
for tune. 

Despite the difficult
economic times, the
past year was the
trenton City

Museum’s best yet. our membership
and attendance were up and barely a
week went by without something special
happening at ellarslie.

Under the able leadership of Rich
Willinger, the Collections Management
Committee mounted three spectacular
exhibits — Chein toys, American
belleek and A taste of trenton — as
well as several smaller ones. 

in 2009 - 2010, we invite our members
to par ticipate in the Stangl/Fulper potter-
ies exhibit and in a special spring exhibit
we are planning to highlight pieces from
our members’ collections.

We all know that the ar ts uplift the spir-
it. Done well, they can provide escape
from the everyday and help to give us a
perspective on our lives. this year our
varied programming appeals to more
people than ever, providing educational
and enter taining experiences for our
members and other patrons. 

We provide lively musical programs in
many styles from around the world. our
insightful lectures and presentations
reveal little-known aspects of the
trenton area’s cultural life, past and

Donate to the Trenton
Museum Society at
www.ellarslie.org. 

Follow us on Facebook:
become a fan of the Trenton
City Museum at Ellarslie
Mansion. Join the group
Trenton City Museum -
Ellarslie Mansion.

Follow us on Twitter at
Ellarslie.

Special Thanks to Patron Level
and Above Members

2009

Christiana Foglio Palmer and 

Douglas Palmer

Tom Phillips

Debra D'Arcangelo and Edward Dippold

Jane Rohlf and Ted Boyer

Barbara Berkman

Jim and Ann Carlucci

David Chiacchio

Jennifer and Paul Concha

Robert and Noreen Cunningham

Michelle Emerson and Dan Dodson

Beth and Garry Feltus

Karl Flesch

Joseph Giglio and Sally Baxter

Robert Girandola

Samuel Graff and Sally Lane

Rob and Tina Greco

John Hatch and David Henderson

Mary Sue Henifin and Howard Hardy

Raymond Hill

Susan and Bill Hogan

Carol and Curt Hubert

Ryszard and Janina Kowalczuk

Myrna and Levi Kushner

Charles Lorimer

Richard and Phyllis Micketti

Paul Mitsis and Tom Chiola

Brian Murphy

Mike and Debbie Raab

Debbie and Mike Rawls

Patricia Rodeawald and Jim Ambrosio

M. Jacquelin Saba

Dan and Linda Schwartz

Bobbie and Chuck Shelingoski

Howard Siskowitz and Yvonne Skaggs

J. Jay Smith and Mark Williams

Carolyn Stetson

R. Swann

Gail Szenes

Charles F. Tarr and Roy Ziegler

Trenton Historical Society

Joan and Michael Vetter

Joann Webster

Richard Willinger

Doreen Wright

Elizabeth and Peter Yull

Dear Patrons of the Arts

The Cheese Table at a museum opening

Trenton Museum Society 
Board of Trustees

Carolyn Stetson

President

Gail Szenes

Vice President

Roberta Kaszuba

Treasurer

Shawn Fay

Recording Secretary

Karl Flesch

Corresponding Secretary

Brian Hill

Ex-Officio

Jan Applebaum

Kelly Bowser

Laurie Budrewicz

Chris Casarona

Robert Cunningham

Rob Girandola

Tina Greco

Pete Harris

Bob Heil

Carol Hill

Bill Hogan

Charles Inman

Lisa Jones

Millee Medina

Brian Murphy

Annette Njie

Chris Pulos

Pat Rodeawald

Joseph Rubino

Khalilah Sabree

Judy Sears

Lynne Semmel

Bobbie Shelingowski

Priscilla Snow Algava

Brenda Springsted

Richard Willinger
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Metal Company (EAMCO), and

Tiffany & Company.

The third major producer was the

Ceramic Arts Company (CAC),

formed in 1889 by Walter Scott Lenox

and others. Lenox brought in top artists

and allowed them to sign their works.

CAC continued until 1906 when the

company changed its name to Lenox,

Did You Know?
A

merican Belleek was pro-

duced between the 1880s

and the late 1920s, mostly in

Trenton. The production process was

the same as Irish Belleek, but the

decoration was very different.

The first Trenton maker was Ott &

Brewer. According to author Robert

Cunningham, the pieces they pro-

duced from 1882 to 1892 were prob-

ably the best examples of Belleek

ever produced in this country. The

work was based on forms from

nature — leaves, shells, tree branch-

es and flower buds — decorated

with heavy gold paste.

The production of Belleek was a

very time-consuming and expensive

process. Lenox hand-painted vases,

for example, sold for $700 - $1,400

in 1903. Trenton porcelain was dis-

tributed and sold by the nation’s

most prestigious retailers: Tiffany &

Company, Reed & Barton, and

Shreve & Company. 

A second company, Willets, began pro-

ducing Belleek in 1887. While their

early work was similar to that of Ott &

Brewer, they started producing geo-

metric shapes and added hand painting

to the gold paste decoration.

Trenton porcelains were also deco-

rated in partnership with silver

shops. Forms were sold to silver

overlay companies like Mauser,

DePasse, Gorham, Electrolytic Art

American Belleek, Cybis and Boehm Porcelain

This exhibit, a display of some of the finest porcelains ever made in Trenton, opened on April 4, 2009 in con-
junction with The Potteries of Trenton Society (POTS) Symposium "Art Revealed by Industry: Painters, Sculptors
and Designers Create Trenton's Ceramics."

which continued producing Belleek

into the mid-1920s.

this summary was adapted from the article “American
belleek” by trustee Robert Cunningham, in the
January/February 2009 issue of the Journal of the

American Art Pottery Association, Vol. 25, No. 1, with
additional information provided by trustee Chris Casarona.

the trenton Museum Society highlighted trenton belleek
in the exhibit American belleek, Cybis and boehm, 
April 4 – November 1, 2009.

Barak Obama, Phil McAuliffe

44: Barak Obama and the 2008
Presidential Campaign

Photographs by Phil McAuliffe

Trenton Makes Art,
George Zienowicz,
Zienowicz Signs

Made in Trenton

June 20 - September 13
An exhibit of the many and
varied goods produced in
the capital city today.

Exhibitions: 2008 - 2009

Brown Bottle Still Life, Larry Chestnut

Ellarslie Open XXVII Mayor's Award for Excellence

Courtly Love, Natalie Featherston

Made You Look, The Art of Deception
Deborah Raven, Eric Schultz & Natalie Featherston

East Hanover Street, Louis Russomanno

Ellarslie Open XXVII Trenton Museum Society Purchase Award

Live Bait, Eric Fowler

Cityscapes and Country Ceramics
September 20, 2008 - November 9, 2008
Eric Fowler and Sharon Kingsbury

In the Shadows, Earl Lewis

Forged by Fire, Cooled by Water
Sasha Parubchenko, Earl Lewis and Hari Hawkins
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fifth year, is just one
of twenty-four awards
given out, with the
purchases and prizes
now totaling over
$10,000, a 30%
increase over last
year. Next year, we
will expand our
awards to include the
boehm Award for
excellence in ceramics,
thanks to our renewed
partnership with boehm Porcelains. We
continually strive to expand the exhibition
schedule and bring to you the very best in
programming. 

As testament to the commitment of this
board and the volunteers working here, the
museum society is now logging stagger-
ing numbers of volunteer hours. the vol-
unteers who help at the museum, the
museum staff and the museum patrons
made this museum the success that it has
become. President Carolyn Stetson’s
incredible dedication, leadership by exam-
ple, and commitment to the trenton
Museum Society are inspiring, contagious
and appreciated by us all. We continue to
keep a full agenda, and there is much to
do to maintain the vision and energy in
order to keep the building, the programs,
and the park in great condition. how can
we make the trenton City Museum better?
only with your continued support through
membership and donations can we do
more. Join, contribute, and be part of
trenton’s cultural capital at the trenton
City Museum.

brian o. hill, M.A., Director

how can we make the
trenton City Museum
better? What can we
do?  the trenton
Museum Society and
the trenton City
Museum are bell-
wethers, producing a

terrific product for the community that is
the City of trenton.

We continually strive to develop and main-
tain the trenton City Museum to respond
to the needs of our community. the num-
ber of groups now using ellarslie Mansion
for their meetings, such as Preservation
New Jersey, the New Jersey historic
trust, Advocates for New Jersey history,
Capital health Systems, the New Jersey
historical Society, and New Jersey
Recreation and Parks means that we are
meeting those goals. 

thanks to the stellar job of the trenton
Museum Society collections management
team, the exhibitions and displays of
trenton history have changed the face of
the museum. the team continues to
explore the collection and develop exhibi-
tions dovetailing the history of the city
with the mission of the museum. our
growing attendance is evidence that the
public is embracing our hard work. 

in our contemporary exhibition schedule,
we persistently look for cutting edge work
and hope we continue to launch careers.
the ellarslie open XXVii and the Salon at
Artworks continued the legacy of the pre-
mier exhibition (with over 900 attending
the opening), not only of our season, but
also in the entire region. We now boast a
very colorful ellarslie open calendar. the
ben Whitmire Purchase Award, now in its

T
he gift shop at Ellarslie,

named for Molly Merlino,

one of the charter members of

the Trenton Museum Society, has

expanded and grown over the years.

A wide variety of merchandise is

available with an array of unusual

gifts, including hand-made pottery,

jewelry, children’s gifts and Trenton

memorabilia. 

Books pertaining to the local pottery

industry and children’s books by

local authors are also featured. Of

special interest are scenes of Trenton

and the area by local artists, depict-

ing landmarks of today and those

that are but memories.

The annual holiday sale, featuring

local artisans, is held the first week-

end in December. Artists and crafters

are welcome to sell their merchan-

dise in time for holiday giving.

You’re sure to find something to take

home from Molly’s…visit often.

The Ellarslie Muse From the Director

Mission of The Trenton Museum Society

the trenton Museum Society is a volunteer, non-
profit organization which supports the trenton City
Museum at ellarslie Mansion. this museum was
established to collect, conserve, and display tangible
items that represent the culture and traditions of all
trentonians. Collections, changing exhibitions and
public programs are supported by the museum to
advance the historical and cultural significance of
trenton, its people and its industries. the trenton
Museum Society supports the acquisition and con-
servation of the permanent collection and originates
programs to sustain and nurture the cultural life of
trenton and its artists and to foster aesthetic aware-
ness in fine and decorative arts.

© 2009
trenton Museum Society

is a publication of the
trenton Museum Society
P.o. box 1034, trenton, NJ 08606
(609) 989-1191

Edited by 

Kelly Bowser

Designed and produced by

Jan Applebaum

The Trenton City Museum at
Historic Ellarslie Mansion

ellarslie Mansion, home of the trenton
City Museum, was originally conceived
ca. 1848 as a summer residence for
wealthy Philadelphia industrialist henry
McCall. later in the century, the italianate-
style residence and over 100 acres sur-
rounding it, were purchased by the City of
trenton for a park. Noted landscape
architect Frederick law olmsted sculpted
rolling hills and rural vistas for city resi-
dents to enjoy. today visitors to the man-
sion also enjoy the museum’s extensive
collection of trenton pottery and 19th
century industrial artifacts as well as
changing exhibits featuring regional
artists and local history.

Molly’s ~ the Shop at Ellarslie 

Conquest of Error
from the 27th Ellarslie
Open
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At the time, her art was taking

expression in fabric. She was fasci-

nated with textures and colors. She

did burlap wall hangings, using

nylon thread so it was invisible in

the fabric. She created framed works

of felt animals pasted on a back-

ground of ink drawings of circus

scenes which were sold in children’s

shops. She did batik — working

with hot wax and dyes, applying lay-

ers of painting to fabric.

I
spent a lovely evening with

Marge Chavooshian talking

about her life and art in her Glen

Afton garden. Marge is one of those

people who remind you that life is to

be savored and lived to the fullest. 

From an early age, Marge was inter-

ested in art and music. She longed to

play the piano, and her parents sur-

prised her with one when she was

eight years old. When she saw the

piano, she declared in her parent's

native Armenian, “I’m going to raise

the roof  with my music.” The gift

was especially remarkable since this

was during the Great Depression,

but her parents were supportive of

Marge’s drive. Private piano lessons

provided studies in classical music

for the next 10 years. 

As a young teenager during World

War II, Marge wrote the music and

lyrics to songs for relatives in the

military. She sent Irving Berlin some

of her music, but he returned her

work to avoid charges of plagiarism. 

That was Marge – gutsy and bold

and following her heart.

Annual Edition 2009

Museum Hours

Tuesday - Saturday 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Sunday 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Closed Mondays and Municipal Holidays

Visit www.ellarslie.org  for more information and directions

or contact Museum Director Brian O. Hill at 609.989.3632

The Trenton City Museum is owned, maintained and operated by the City  

of Trenton, Department of Recreation, Natural Resources and Culture,  

Division of Culture and is located at the Ellarslie Mansion in  

Cadwalader Park. This publication is made possible in part by the Mercer  

County Cultural and Heritage Commission through funding from the  

Mercer County Board of Chosen Freeholders, and the New Jersey State  

Council on the Arts/Department of State, a Partner Agency of the  
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Elizabeth McCue and Bruce Rigby
November 14 - January 3

Utility and Artistry: Works of the Stangl and
Fulper Potteries, December 3 - May 2

Trenton Public Schools Art Show
January 9 - February 21

A Taste of Chocolate, February 13, 8 p.m.

Charles McVicker and Nora Chavooshian
February 27 - April 18

Na'Bodach, March 12, 8-10 p.m.

Zydeco Band, April 16, 7:30 p.m.

Ellarslie Open XXVIII, April 24 - June 20

Fred Miller, June 11

...and much more. Check the ellarslie website regularly.

What’s Ahead

Trenton Museum Society
PO Box 1034
Trenton, NJ 08606
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