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Once again, The Trenton City Museum at Ellarslie 
is proud to present the amazing artwork of Trenton’s 
youngest aspiring artists – the students of the Trenton 
Public Schools. The Museum has been hosting the Ellarslie 
Biennial every other year for the past two decades. In 2006 
over 550 pieces were on display and we expect to exceed 
that number this year. The fabulous art teachers of Trenton 
who guide these students in their creativity are to be com-
mended for their dedication. 

For the 2008 exhibit an additional challenge will be 
added in a competition sponsored by Paul Grand. Mr. 
Grand is a retired chemist and renowned photographer 
who has generously pledged to take eight high school art-
ists on an urban photography trek through New York City. 
Mr. Grand will judge the work displayed at the Opening 
Reception and will invite two winners from each grade 
level at Trenton Central High School to join him on a day 
trip to NYC for one of his famous pedestrian street safaris 
on January 20, 2008 (Martin Luther King Day).

The Ellarslie Biennial will be on view from January 12, 
2008 until February 24th. The Opening Reception was 
Saturday, January 19. The closing awards ceremony will be 
held on February 24.

Trenton Public School teachers attending the opening reception,
l to r, Susan Kiley, Diane Frascella, Judy Sears (teacher and 
TMS board member), Lorelei Mager and Andrew Seabert.

Calling All Docents
As part of the biannual Trenton Public Schools exhibit, 

taking place at Ellarslie during January and February 2008, 
Ellarslie hosts students on field trips from each Trenton 
school participating in the exhibit. The students tour the 
exhibit with their teacher and tour the permanent collection 
galleries on the second floor with docents from the Trenton 
Museum Society. Docents are needed mornings and after-
noons, Tuesday through Friday during the months of 
January and February. Docents may sign up to guide one 
class or many and will be trained in the fascinating ins 
and outs of our permanent collection by Carolyn Stetson, 
longtime Museum Society volunteer, at a time convenient 
to all. Anyone interested in volunteering should contact 
Carolyn at cpstets22@aim.com, or call 989-1191 and leave 
a message.

Educational programming at Ellarslie is jointly spon-
sored by the Trenton City Museum and the Trenton 
Museum Society with society members volunteering their 
time to arrange for and oversee all programming. If you 
would like to volunteer to help any of these worthwhile 
projects, please contact Carolyn Stetson at cpstets22@
aim.com or Judy Sears, Education Committee Chair at 
judysears312@verizon.net.

…more on page 3
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From the President 
Brian Murphy
Hello fellow TMS Members and friends,

As winter descends upon Ellarslie in 
Cadwalader Park, and we hunker down 
from the excitement of fall and prepare 
for winter, things appear to slow down 
and retract…but not the Trenton Museum 
Society board. Since the beginning of my 
term as President, we have not had a 
moment of rest and we are getting ready to 

go into hyper-drive. From the Scammell-Maddock exhibit 
to the music series, from the New Jersey Watercolor Society 
to the Tom Malloy book signing, from the Post-Beck exhibit 
to the Holiday Gifting at Ellarslie, we have been going 
full tilt. Our 2008 schedule does not slow down either 
and begins with the Trenton Public Schools Art Exhibit …
always a wonderful experience.

And when I say “we,” I really mean the dedicated Board 
Members, Committee chairs and volunteers who have 
truly done the hard work necessary in making these events 
a success. Combined with our partnership with museum 
Director Brian Hill and his staff, I am grateful that we are so 
fortunate to have these folks to keep the gears moving.

But, as the saying goes, “membership does have its privi-
leges.” Your membership dues and contributions, in addi-
tion to your attendance at these events is what makes our 
team a success. The museum’s many programs would not 
be possible without the generous support of our members, 
donors and corporate sponsors. Thank you all for your con-
tributions. If you are new to the museum, I encourage you 
to get involved! We are always looking for volunteers, so if 
you are not yet a member, please stop by and chat with our 
dedicated staff to learn more about the benefits of museum 
membership.

As to what we do, thinking big and taking creative risks 
along with collaboration are part of our TMS culture. 
Our vision of museum excellence is achieved through 
our dedication. My board is committed to our success 
and ensuring that we are the premier Trenton museum 
in the forefront of presenting cutting edge exhibits and 
educational programs.

In closing, I would like to again express gratitude to all my 
board members, to our general membership and volun-
teers. You are what keep the museum open; you convey to 
our visitors what we’re all about!

Sincerely,

Brian Murphy, President
Trenton Museum Society
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Museum. This museum was established to collect, conserve, 
and display tangible items that represent the culture and 
traditions of all Trentonians. Collections, changing exhibi-
tions and public programs are supported by the museum to 
advance the historical and cultural significance of Trenton, 
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collection and originates programs to sustain and nurture 
the cultural life of Trenton and its artists and to foster aes-
thetic awareness in fine and decorative arts.
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Art in the Park 
After School Classes

Ellarslie’s Art in the Park After School classes were so 
popular this fall that we had to expand our offerings to two 
afternoons per week. The classes were ably taught by Jinnie 
Shim who served as an intern last year and worked with 
our educational programming. She was responsible for the 
well-attended Mother’s Day Tea Time workshop that had 
children creating gifts for their mothers while members of 
the board served the mothers tea.

In May, Jinnie received her masters degree in museum 
education from New York University and we are delighted 
she has returned to teach in the Art in the Park After School 
program. The children in her classes have enjoyed working 
on individual and group projects, creating an undersea fan-
tasy world, rocket ships, and masks, among other exciting 
activities. Some of their work will be on display in January 
and February as part of the Trenton Public Schools exhibit. 
In January, the Art in the Park After School classes will 
continue with a new eight week session, again taught by 
the energetic Ms. Shim.

2008 Saturday 
Workshops Series

Watch Ellarslie’s website for notice of the 2008 Saturday 
Workshops for Children and Adults. This has been a very 
popular, fun-filled program in the past and these half-
day workshops fill quickly; sign-up is on a first-come 
first-served basis. Fees are quite reasonable and Trenton 
Museum Society members receive a discount. Morning 
workshops are for children grades K-3 accompanied by an 
adult and the afternoon workshops serve students from 
fourth graders through adults. Taught by veteran teachers 
and artists, his year’s exciting workshops will range from 
traditional Korean knotted jewelry making to Bas-relief 
sculptures.

In March and April, we will offer full day workshops 
for adults. Although the workshops are geared toward 
providing New Jersey teachers with professional devel-
opment credit, they are open to all comers. Printmaking, 
for instance, being taught by veteran teacher and artist 
Aundretta Wright, may be of interest to any number of 
individuals. Watch our website, www.ellarslie.org for 
updated information.

Mu s e u M ho u r s

Tuesday -  Saturday,  11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sunday -  1  p.m. to 4 p.m.

Closed Mondays and major holidays

Phone: (609) 989-3632
Fax: (609) 989-3624

Website: www.Ellarslie.org
E-mail: TMS@Ellarslie.org
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The Society is lucky to have had 
Nancy Nicholson on the board and 
the PR committee for four years. 
Nancy’s background as former com-
munity relations manager at Barnes 
& Noble was a perfect fit for her 
work on the board. Perhaps even 
more fitting was her performing 
experience. Nancy studied voice 
for six years, appeared in over 100 
musicals and comedies, performed 
her own cabaret act in New York 

City for two years and performed at Lincoln Center. This 
varied experience made Nancy uniquely qualified to take 
over and invigorate the concert series at Ellarslie. Concerts 
had been held on a sporadic basis at the museum before 
Nancy took over the series. Now the museum offers six to 
eight concerts a year, ranging from gospel and blues to jazz 
and classical. 

Though Nancy lived only a few minutes from Ellarslie 
she didn’t know the museum existed until she was assigned 
to write a critique of a photo exhibit while at the New 
School University in Manhattan. She saw an article about 
a Ricardo Barros exhibit at Ellarslie and decided to take 
a look. 

Nancy “walked into this gorgeous building on a Sunday, 
and almost no one was there.” Michelle Post, the trustee 
at the museum that day explained the museum’s history 
and invited Nancy to become a member. As a transplanted 
New Yorker, Nancy found the museum to be an oasis. She 
became a member and worked with museum staff to offer 
a fundraiser through Barnes & Noble. It wasn’t long before 
she made the step to trustee.

Nancy is now a freelance media consultant and teaches 
media courses as an adjunct professor at Fairleigh Dickinson 
University. Though she will soon be leaving her trustee 
role in the Museum Society she plans to stay involved. 
Nancy grew up in Brooklyn, New York near Prospect Park, 
which was designed by Frederick Law Olmsted, also the 
architect of Cadwalader Park. She feels the same energy in 
Cadwalader Park that she felt in Prospect Park as a young 
girl. She’s saddened that Cadwalader Park isn’t as vibrant 
as it once was and could be, but she sees the momentum 
building in the museum renovations that are underway. 
She’d like to see the park become “the beautiful hub of 
activity it once was – an amazing place.” Nancy encour-
ages everyone to visit the museum – she knows from 
her own experience that “if people come once, they will 
come back!”

Though the Museum Society is sad 
to lose Nancy when her term ends, 
we’re lucky to have new member 
Annette Njie, who joined the board 
in August 2007. Annette is a Trenton 
native who recently returned to 
Trenton after spending 18 years in 
Atlanta. Her background is in hotel 
and restaurant management. She 
currently works in the sales depart-
ment at the Westin in Forrestal 
Village, and she has had her own 

event planning and marketing firm, Social Elegance, for 
over seven years. 

Annette created some unique events with Social Elegance. 
She created an international wedding expo featuring mock 
weddings from different cultures that culminated in a 
real wedding incorporating multi-cultural elements. She 
also staged “A Taste of Culture” – a festival held in a park-
ing garage with each level offering a different cultural 
experience.

Annette initially visited the museum with the idea to 
use the facility for some of her company’s events. But after 
learning more about the museum from Director Brian Hill 
she volunteered in the gift shop and helped at some book 
signings. She decided to become a trustee as a way to get 
involved in the arts and tourism revitalization going on in 
the Trenton area. 

Annette’s creativity can be seen in some of the events the 
PR committee is considering for 2008. In one, artists would 
create images of Ellarslie in their medium of choice while a 
simultaneous silent auction takes place. Another possibility 
is a dinner theater, with the actors seated among the guests 
and performing scenes from the floor. In addition to events 
staged by the Museum Society, Annette also wants to get 
the word out that the museum is a great place for individu-
als and groups to use for their own functions – from wed-
dings to fundraisers to community events.

Annette is working with other board members to deter-
mine the museum’s direction for 2008, and she’s very 
excited about putting together unique events that will get 
people coming to the museum. 

Stay tuned – 2008 should be a great year at the Trenton 
City Museum!

dynaMic duo –
Trustees Nancy Nicholson and Annette Njie

Pat Rodeawald

Nancy Nicholson Annette Njie
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Cadwalader Heights 
Centennial

Brenda Springsted
The Cadwalader Heights section of Trenton, adjacent 

to Cadwalader Park, was designed by famed landscape 
architect Frederick Law Olmstead over a century ago. The 
100th anniversary celebration was held at Ellarslie with 
an eclectic exhibit including a Maddock toilet, fragments 
of a 230-year-old tree, and archeological treasures from 
Governor Hughes’ residence in the 1950s. The neighbor-
hood was linked to several potteries including, Cook, 
Scammell, Greenwood, Monument, Perlee, Mercer and oth-
ers. Several past and present board members have lived in 
the neighborhood, most notably Molly Merlino for whom 
our gift shop is named.

The Cadwalader Heights Neighborhood Association 
put many hours of research and writing into the book 
Cadwalader Heights: An Olmstead Neighborhood, that was 
published to coincide with the celebration and is for sale at 
the museum for $24.95.

The Trenton Museum Society and 
The Trenton City Museum invite you to

DEATH…BY 
CHOCOLATE

An Evening of Passion
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9 AT 7 PM

Enjoy the Sweet Sounds of

THE ORRIN EVANS JAZZ TRIO

Chocolates and Desserts to Die for 
Complimentary Wine and Champagne

Dress to Kill

The Trenton City Museum at Ellarslie Mansion  
Cadwalader Park, Parkside Ave., Trenton NJ 08618 

call 609-989-3632 or visit our website for directions

$25 for members - $30 non-members 
Purchase tickets in advance via 

PayPal at www.ellarslie.org

Brian O. Hill, M.A., Director
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A Prelude to 2008 – 
Music Programs

Nancy Nicholson
 Thinking about the pleasures of life both past and future 

can be an old cliché at New Year’s time, but in the words 
of the bard, “If music be the food of love…play on” – and 
so we will. 

The upcoming schedule is an exciting one. On Saturday, 
February 9, Ellarslie Mansion will be even more glamorous 
and seductive than ever. Join us for Death by Chocolate…
an Evening of Passion. There will be chocolates galore, des-
serts to die for, wine and champagne. The sweet sounds of 
the Orrin Evans Jazz Trio will delight you and of course all 
of the beautiful people will Dress to Kill!

Bring your Valentine (or not) for just $25 for members 
and $30 for non-members. 

Other events to look forward to: A pre-St. Patrick’s Day 
celebration on Friday, March 7, with High Octane Five 
Man Celtic Band Na’Bodach. Beer and light Irish fare will 
be served. Back by popular demand on Friday, May 2, Joe 
Zook and Blues Deluxe will rock the house. If you were 
lucky enough to see The Devil’s Music at Passage Theatre, 
you probably fell under the spell of Miche Braden, the hot-
test jazz and blues diva to hit the stage since Bessie Smith… 
or Aretha. We thank Passage’s artistic director, June 
Ballinger, for arranging a solo concert with Ms. Braden at 
Ellarslie on Friday, July 27.

All concerts are at 7 pm and the ticket prices are $15 for 
members and $20 for non-members. Tickets are now avail-
able on-line with PayPal by visiting www.ellarslie.org. As 
always, seating is first-come, first-served, so arrive early.

Postlude for 2007
Seven music programs were presented 
last year; the fabulous Doris Spears, 
Fred Miller, The Shiloh Baptist Church 
Gospel Concert under the direction of Eric 
Gambrell, Joe Zook and Blues Deluze, a 
bravura performance by Trenton’s own 
internationally acclaimed classical pianist 
Marion Zarzeczna, The Eric Mintel Jazz 
Quartet, and students from the Trenton 
Community Music School. During our 
holiday boutique our guests were treated 
to caroling by the Capital Singers of

Trenton under the direction of Richard Loatman and 
music by pianists Barry Wilcox and George Dabrowski. 
On many weekends you will find George playing beautiful 
music while you enjoy our exhibits. 

Marion Zarzeczna 
recieves accolades
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The people who volunteer for the museum are dedicated 
folks just like you who enjoy sharing their expertise with 
the staff and board of trustees. Former board member and 
now a volunteer, Pat Rodeawald helps with our newsletter. 
Richard Willinger is one of the dedicated volunteers who 
helps with our collections. We need YOU!

Following are some ways you can participate:

■	 Gift Shop – Staff the shop and greet visitors during spe-
cial openings and events. Volunteer for duty in the shop 
on Sundays (1 pm - 4 pm) or during the week (11 am-3 
pm). Help restock and price items for the store.

■	 Docents – Learn about the permanent collection exhibits 
and give tours to school students or small groups who 
wish to learn more about early Trenton... its industry 
and history.

■	 Garden – Early spring is the time our big clean-up 
takes place that makes our museum garden a real 
show stopper! An all-out effort is needed to get ready 
for a spectacular summer season. Bi-monthly mainte-
nance keeps the garden beautiful throughout the spring, 
summer and fall.

■	 Maintenance – Do you have expertise in carpentry, 
painting and general maintenance? A building as large 
as Ellarslie needs tender loving care and you can help! 

■	 Library – Our library is in need of cataloging and 
general help.

■	 Programs – Classes are underway for children and 
adults. Volunteer to help with the classes or sign-up to 
take a class on a subject you’ve always wanted to know 
more about.

■	 Office – The office staff is always overwhelmed with 
work. Help with filing, sorting and mailing invitations 
and newsletters.

■	 Events – Our music programs have been sell-outs and 
exhibit openings continue to be smash hits. Help is 
always needed to staff these events. Luncheon programs 
that were started last year need volunteers setting tables, 
serving and cleaning up. Enjoy meeting people from all 
walks of life and introduce them to our museum.

■	 Are you a card/game player? Enjoy a day of bridge or 
chess in the wonderful surroundings of the museum 
galleries.

For more information on our volunteer programs call Maria 
Newman 609-989-3632 or email ellarslie@comcast.net.

Broken Dishes: Scammell China 
from the Fill of the Delaware and Raritan Canal

Thursday, February 7, 2008 at 7 pm 
At the Trenton City Museum at Ellarslie

Sponsored by the Trenton Museum Society and 
The Potteries of Trenton Society (POTS)

A talk by Meta Janowitz, 
archaeologist with URS in Burlington, NJ

Ms. Janowitz will speak about her work in the 1980s and 1990s near lock 4 of the canal, where she recovered 
a sample from a filling of the canal bed in the 1930s. The sample is from the Scammell China Company and 
includes wasters, molds, kiln furniture and broken china. It will be a hands on talk where we will be able to 
examine and handle her finds. Hold a piece of Trenton china in your hands!

Calling All Volunteers
The Museum Needs YOU!
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Molly’s… 
The shop aT ellarslie

Carol Hill
2007 was a banner year for Molly’s since the expansion 

of the museum store. Under the able guidance of Shop 
manager, Mary Kay Girmscheid, sales have increased sig-
nificantly with new merchandise constantly arriving. 

The Holiday Boutique held on December 7, 8 and 9 had 
record sales as word spread about the wonderful selection 
of gifts available. In addition to new vendors, several art-
ists, such as Robert Sakson, offered a selection of original 
paintings for sale. Paintings donated from the estate of 
artist Pearl Swanger, were sold at a silent auction giving 
additional revenue to the museum shop. 

In addition, music was performed during the sale 
by Barry Wilcox, George Dombrowski and The Capitol 
Singers. And, if you were hungry, a delicious box lunch 
was available from none other than our fabulous museum 
hospitality hostess, Beverly Mills. It was a wonderful way 
to shop AND help the museum.

Several book signings were held during the fall; The 
Cadwalader Heights 100th Anniversary book written by 
Glenn Modica and two Frederick Law Olmsted books 
written by Witold Rybczyuski. Trenton’s Artist Laureate, 
Thomas Malloy, was on hand for the release of a beautiful 
book, Blending Colors from Life, written by Charisa Smith, 
chock full of wonderful prints of his paintings, as many 
decades of his life is documented in the City of Trenton. 
All of these books are available at Molly’s ….the Shop at 
Ellarslie.

Mark Your Calendar!
 

Death By Chocolate
Saturday, February 9, 2008 - 7 pm
Members $25 - Non-members $35

 
Trenton Public Schools 

Art Show
Closing Reception

Sunday, February 24th, 2-4 pm
 

Na’Bodach
Friday, March 7, 2008 - 7 pm

Members $15 - Non-members $20
 

Kristen Lerner / Jules Schaeffer
March 1 - June 22, 2008

Opening Reception 
Saturday, March 8, 2008 - 6-9 pm

 
Ellarslie Open XXVI

Second Salon des Refuses
April 19 - June 22, 2008

Opening Reception
April 26, 2008 - 5-9 pm

 
Joe Zook and Blues Deluxe

Friday, May 2, 2008 - 7 pm
Members $15 - Non-members $20

 
Continuing in the upstairs gallery...

Dining out on Trenton
The Maddock and Scammell 

Companies
The Larry Paul Collection

Through July 2008

POTS Symposium
The Potteries of Trenton Society, in collaboration with 

The Trenton Museum Society, will present a symposium, 
aptly called, “Blue Plate Special: Trenton’s Restaurant China” 
on Saturday, March 8 at the New Jersey State Museum 
auditorium. The keynote speaker, Stephen Harrison, will 
give an overview of the history of restaurant china nation-
ally. Archaeologist Brenda Springsted will speak on the 
Greenwood Pottery Company, Built to Last, Greenwood China 
1868-1933. William Leibeknecht, archaeologist with Hunter 
Research, will present Maddock Pottery from Coast to Coast 
and All Points in Between: the View from the Waster Dump.

After lunch the symposium will move to Ellarslie with 
a tour of Larry Paul’s collection of Maddock / Scammell / 
Lamberton China. Participants may bring requests on the 
who, when and why of their restaurant china for discus-
sion with the experts. For further information check out the 
POTS website at www.pots.org.



Trenton Museum Society
P.O. Box 1034
Trenton, NJ 08606

The Trenton Museum Society
welcomes your membership!
Why not ask a friend to join!

           Senior/ Student — $30
                   Individual — $45
                       Family — $65
                        Patron — $125
                        Donor — $250
                      Sponsor — $500
Benefactor / Corporate — $1000

Enclosed is my check for $ ________________
as 2008 Membership Dues

Name: ________________________________
Address: _______________________________
City: __________________________________
State: ________________ ZIP: _____________
Phone: Home (____) _____________________
           Work  (____) _____________________
E-mail: ________________________________

Coordinators for Trenton Public School show, Rider University 
graduate intern, Laura Griffin, Maria Newman, assistant to 
the director and curator of this exhibit, and Jinnie Shim, TMS 
Education Coordinator and museum intern.

The Trenton City Museum
at Ellarslie Mansion

and the Trenton Museum Society
present

The Best of TIN Years:
A Retrospective of works by artists

Kristin Lerner & Jules Schaeffer
AND

A Celebration of 
the 10th (TIN) Anniversary of

Brian Hill as Director and Curator
of the

Trenton City Museum

March 1 through April 13, 2008

Opening Reception:
Saturday, March 8, 7-9 pm

Members only preview hour 6-7 pm


