THS Dress Code
Relaxed, Girls May
Now Wear Slacks

By LARRY KELLEY
Staff Writer

For the first time in the
history of Trenton High
School, girls are aitiowed to
wear slacks to school, thanks
to the efforts of THS S_hx-
dent Government Association
(8GA).

Dr. Roland Daniels, THS
principal, made the announce-
ment Friday, after the SGA
presented him with a petition
with about 1,500 signatures
from students and teachers.

Daniels, who received per-
mission to relax the school
dress code from Dr. Ercell L
Watson, school superintend-
ent, said the dress code calls
for a “neat, clean and appro-
priate” appearance and that
girls could wear slacks begin-
ning tomorrow.

Sports Nite Next Goal

The SGA also is working for
the revival of Girls’ Sports
Nite, which was cancelled
after school disturbances in
the fall of 1968.

Sports Nife, sponsored by
the physical education depart-
ment, copsists of games,
exhibits and contests for all
THS girls.

John F. Tesauro, school

board president, and Dr. Wat-
son have given tentative ap«
proval for the affair after
James Henderson, SGA presi-
dent, asked for their approval
at the October school hoard
meeting.

The SGA had distributed
questionnaires to all THS girls
and facully members. The
girls voted 10 to 1 in favor of
Sports Nite and the faculty
voted 1 to 2 against it.

However, the SGA has met
with both students and faculty
and then formed discipline
and planping commitiees
which came up with recom-
mendations.

The recommendations were
presented to Daniels, who will
take them {o the faculiy
tomorrow. Daniels’ decision,
which is expected tomorrow,
will be based on facully sup-
port. .

Henderson said the SGA
‘was working for the revival of
Sports Nite because, “our sen-
ior class has mnever seen
one.”

Sports Nite is usually held
in March.

Trenton Times, November 2, 1969

School Board
Considering

Sport Nite

The probability that Trenton
High School would have Sport
Nite this Spring, the first time
in three years, loomed large as
Trenton School Board members
considered reinstating the event
into the early hours this mor-
ning.

As the Trentonian went to
print, the board still was
discussing and was expected to
approve plans to hold the
traditional girls festival this
year.

But the board was expected
to attach the reservation that
the event would be reinstated
only if the school was free of
student disruptions this year
and only if adequate security
measures could be instituted the
night of the event.

The distaff festival usually
involving almost every female
student at the high school was
discontinued in 1968. An arts
festival involving & smaller
number of students replaced it
last year.

Sport Nite had carried with
it a history of fights and
disruptions  before it was
discontinued and  cancelled
during a Spring when student
fights and froubles had been
especially heavy.

The board had asked for
approval of Sport Nite from the
high school faculty and received
qualified approval Nov. 4. Some
teachers privately denounced
the board for requiring faculty
approval. They complained that
the board was ‘“setting us up
as patsies” in case trouble
erupted this Spring.

Students at the high school
urged reinstatement of the
night. “We're seniors and we've
never seen a Sport Nite and
we want {o see one,” some
student Jleaders told ad-
ministration.

The board earlier voted a
$1,500 immediate salary in-
crease to for Junior High School
Three Principal Cletus McRae.

The raise marked the first
time in several years that the
board has raised a principal's
salary during the school year.

“It's very unusual,” said
several board members, “but
this is an unusual situation.”

School Supt. Dr. Ercell I.
Watson, other administrators
and the board members agreed
that McRae has been doing an
exceptional job as principal of
Junior Three, a deteriorating
school plagued by racial and
student troubles last year.

“The man is well worth it,"
said  Vincent A, Halbert,
assistant  superintendent for
personnel, testifying that
McRae is working evenings and
weekends in the school and the
community,

Trentonian,
November 12, 1969



Sport Nite
To Return
In Spring

Trenton High School's
traditional Sport Nite will
return next spring.

“It's in the planning process
now,”” THS Principal Dr.
Roland Daniels said yester-
day. “Our target date is
approximately April 27.”

The traditional girls festival
will probably be held on three
nights — a Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday — the
principal said.

A distinctive THS tradition
since the early 1930's, Sport
Nite was cancelled in 1968
after fights and racial
disturbances at the high
school.

_Student leaders this fall
asked school board members
administrators and teachers
to reinstitute Sport Nite.

The board gave tentative
approval Jast month and the
school system administration
last week asked the high
school facuity to approve the
reinstitution.

Asking who would be
responsible if the customary
fierce competition led to
trouble, the high school
teachers said the decision —
and resonsibility — belonged
to the school board.

After board members last
week said they were assuming

responsibility and would take .

sieps to see that the events
and practices for them will
be properly supervised, the
THS faculty cabinet told
Schools Supt. Dr. Ercell I.
Watson that the teachers were
pledging “‘full cooperation.”

The school administration is
to arrange class adjustments
for students and teachers
during the weeks of practice
for the three-night girls com-
petition.

Traditionally, nearly all of
the high school girls par-
ticipate in Sport Nite. They
are divided into two teams
for competition in marching,
folk dancing, modern dance,
obstacle races and so on, in
addition t  npon-competitive
events, such as ballet.

The school board may
formally announced Sport
Nite's  resintitution at next
Monday night's public
meeting in Trenton High.

—STUART ROSE

Trentonian,
November 13, 1969

Trenton High Exiravaganza Set

Sport Nite Revived

Sport Nite, probably the most popular
student activity at Trenton High School for
more than 30 years, apparently will be held
in April after a two-year absence.

The Trenton school board has given
tentative approval for the extravaganza,
which will take place on three nights.

Sport Nite which began in the early
1930’s, was cancelied after school disturb-
ances in the fall of 1967 and has not been
held since that year. Last Spring, a cultural
arts festival was held at THS, in place of
Sport Nite.

The event consists of games, entertain-
ment and contests for all THS girls, who
are divided into Red and Black teams.

James Henderson, president of the THS
Student Government Association, approach-
ed the school board in October seeking
approval of Spart Nite, The board gave

tentative approval based on faculty support.

The SGA had presented the board with
the results of a survey taken among THS
girls and teachers. The girls voted 10 o 1
in favor of Sport Nite and the faculty voted
1 to 2 against it.

However, the faculty cabinet pledged
“full cooperation” after board members
said they would assume responsibility for
supervision of the event.

Formal approval is expected at the
board’s public meeting Monday night.

Dr. Roland Daniels, THS principal, said
the event is now in the pianning stages with
a target date set for “approximately April
27.”

Sport Nite is sponsored by the THS
physical education department.

Henderson said the SGA worked for the
revival of Sport Nite because “our senior
class has never seen one.”

Trenton Times, November 13, 1969

The Return of Sport Nite

Some of the best news that has
come out of Trenton High School
in many moons is the announce-
ent that the school’s traditional
Sport Nite will be resumed.

Ruled out for the past three
years because of fights and racial
disturbances that have plagued
the school’s social calendar, the
resumption of Sport Nite is a
promising sign that conditions are
returning to near-normaley.

Originated in the early ’30s,
Sport Nite had become one of the
most enjoyable events of the
school year for the students and
attracted broad public interest.

The plan to resume Sport Nite
Is but the latest and-most signifi-
cant sign among several that
Trenton High’s fever may be

breaking an  ecovery imminent.

It would be foolish, of course,
to rule out the possibility for a
new outbreak of trouble, either at
the Sport Nite or at any other
time, but there are at least signs
now that the atmosphere of hostil-
ity is clearing.

The young people in the school
should take advantage of the high
spirit of competition that is mani-

fested in events like Sport Nite

and in other school activities to
provide a healthy outlet for their
normal energies.

We hope that this latest con-
cession will stimulate the student
body to a new cohesiveness that

will help make it possible to restore

Trenton High School as a proud
and strong institution.

Trentonian, November 14, 1969



School

Board

Votes Money
For Sport Nite

The Trenton school hoard
last night voted to allocate
$5,863 to cover the expenses of
Trenton High School’s Sperts
Nite to be held April 22, 23
and 24

Board members Mrs.
Barbara Potkay and Anthony
Prunetti voted against allocat-
ing the funds. The proposal
carried by a 6-2 vote.

One board member, Joseph
Ganie, was absent from last
night's public meeting.

Cancelled In 1967

Sctool board president John
F. Tesauro said that the $5,865
stipend was not much more
than what was allocated for
the last Sports Nite held in
1967.

The event was cancelled
after school disturbances in
the fall of 1967 and has not
been held since. Last vear. a
cultural arts festival was held
at THS in place of Sports
Nite.

The funds allocated by the
board last night cover sti-
pends ‘or teachers working on
the three-day affair. the cos:
of props and costumes and
pay fer workers building the
props.

Spis Nite. sponrored by
the THS physical edacation
department. consists of
games, entertainment  and
contest for all THS girls, who
are divided into Red und

Black teams. The event dates
back to the carly 1930's.

The program was revived
this vear afler a request from
the THS Student Government
Association.

In other action last night.
the board voted to create the
new position of administrative
assistant  at  Junior High
Scheol No. 2,

Watson said the position
was being created to assist
Junior 2 adminisirators in
coping with discipline prob-
Jems at the schon;.

The board alza voted 1o
name Lewis Jones as adminis-
trative assistant at the Jeffer-
son School at a salary of
$13.500 and Mrs. Lowise Ben-
net as coordinator of Head
Start and Follow Through pro-
grams at a 12-mouth ~alary of
S13.420.

—Approved  $5.865  exira
stipends for 15 Trenton High

School personnel  working
overtime on Sport Nite ac-
tivities.

Trenton Times, February 19, 1970

Sports Nite
Returning

To THS

After a three-year lapse.
Sports Nite will return to
Trenton High School f{oom
April 22 through 24 in the
school’'s combined gymnasi-
ums.

The expanded performance
area will enable hundreds of
participants to appear
together in several spec-
tacular numbers, Walter
Krichling, head of the school’s
physical cducation depart-

ment, announced yesterday.

Originated in 1936 to display
the various athletic skills of
the girls’ physical education
program, Sports Nite grew
from one-night performance
to a five-night spectacle.

Disturbances at the high
school three years ago
brought the popular show to
a halt, Krichling said. At
present, no students in the
school have had any ex-
perience with a Sports Nite
show,

Krichling said yesterday
that the break in continuity
has encouraged innovation
and Ireshness of approach in
this new Sports Nite program.

Constance Burch has been
chosen mistress of
ceremonies. Serving with her
as members of the official
family are Arleen Fagiani,
Miss THS; Frances Edwards,
Red Color Guard and Joanne
Cuttre, Black Color Guard.

Other members chosen are
Dietra Evans, Black Flag
Bearer; Sandra Chiaramonti,
Black Color Guard; Violet
Sewell, Black Color Guard;
Bonnie Boka, Red Flag
Bearer; JoAnn Murga, Red
Color Guard, and Brenda
Highsmith, Red Color Gurard.

Joy Baker is captain of the
Red Team, and Denise Fit-
zgerald is heading the Black
Team.

Trentonian,
April 8, 1970



Trenton High School and St.
Anthony’s High School stu-
dents are planning major ath-
letic events for this month.

After a three-ycar hiatus,
Sport Night is returning lo
Trenton High School April 29,
30 and May 1 at 8:15 p. m.
with some 400 studenis ex-
peeted to participate.

At St.  Antkony’s High
School the 5th annual Girls
Athletic Association Show is
set for April 15, 16 and 17 at
7:30 p. m. involving sume 200
girls.

Red and Black team mem-
bers at Trenton High have
been practicing since the end
of January for their extrava-
ranza  entitled “Age  of
Aquarius.” said Walter Kri-
chling, physical education de-
partment head. who is coordi-
nating the show.

Competitive events will in-
c¢lude tap, character and mod-
crn dance, band and ari. Spe-
ciality numbers also are being
planned at after school prac-
tice sessions, he said.

More Time Needed

Originally the Sport Night
dates were set for April 22 10
24, but more practice time
was needed, so the new dates
were set. Krichling said.

Joy Baker is Red Team

Two Area Schools Plan Athletic

Sport Night At Trenton High, Girls’ Show At St. Anthony’s

captain and Denise Fitzgerald

heads the Black Team. Con-
stance Burch will be mistress
of ceremonies.

Originated in 1935 {o dispiay
various athletic skills of the
physical education pro-
aram, Sport Night grew from
a one-night performance to a
five-night spectacle.

The disturbances at the high’
school  threc years ago
brought the event to a halt
and ai present. no pupil has
had any previous experience
with a Sport Night show.
which should give the coming
festivities a fresh approach.
Krichling said.

“Thank Heaven for Little
Girls™ will be the theme at St.
Amthony’s when the  Gold
Team headed by Barbara Ab-
hott is  pitted against the
Brown Team hcaded by
Donna Bernocchi.

Among the 20 competitive
events  planned are  jazz
dance. vocalists, tap. novelty.
interpretive and folk dance.
avmnastics and twirling, ac-
enrding to Mrs. Pauline Mains
of the physical education de-
purtment. who is coordinating
the effort.

Participation is voluntary
and  pracfice sessions take
place after school, she added.

Gold Team Caplain Barbara Abbott tlefi) and

Brown Team Cuaptain Donna Bernocchi prepare

for the fifth annual Girls

Athletic Association

Show April 15, 16 and 17 at St. Anthony’s High

School.

Staff Photo 8y Jn Pietrn
Al Trenton High School Jox Baker tseated). Red
Team captain. and Ritza DeGeurge go over a
ballet number for the April 29. 30 and May 1
Sport Night.

Trenton Times, April 10, 1970



NewTHS
Election
Today?

While Trenton's adult
politiclans scramble for City
Hall  scats, the younger
generation also is discovering
the Joys of political battle.

Trenton High school student
fgovernment has conducted its
annual clection twice so lar
this month - with much
disngreement about who won
- and the student leaders
maey announce a re run this
morning.

For several days in a row,
supporters  of one  student
peesidential - candidate  have
threatened to boycott classes
and pleket the school.

This  political  enthusiasm
e¢tmerged alter a  four-way
race for the student govern
ment presideney, inwhich no
One Won a majority.

Under  rules  established
before  the  election,  the
student government staged «
run off this week. The youth
who led the field in the first
clectlon lost the second time.
His supporters claimed that
he was president elect
anyway, sanng the student
constitution requires that the
candidate who gets the mos:
votes wins, whesher or not he
gois a majority.

A school  official  said
yusterday that the student
government  will make an
announcement on the subject
this  mornmg. and  several
parents of THS youths said
they'd heard that the prin-
cipal and student government
have decided  on  another
clection,

Despite  picketing  threats,
one THS junior said he thinks
most  studemts  won't  get
carried  away by politics.
because they don't want the
upcoming Sports Nite
program cancelled.

Trentonian,
April 17, 1970



Fresh Start At Trenton High

Sport Nzght Comes

By BIRGITTA NYHOLM
Staff Writer
The final touches are being
put on the first Sport Night
extravayanza at Trenten High
School in three years.

The three-day happening
aext week will pit the Red
Team against the Black as 400
students compete for honors
under an “Age of Aquarius”
theme.

Sport Night personnel hope
2.200 spectators will fill the
THS gym each night. Wednes-
day. Thursday and Friday at
8:15 p.m.. to cheer the teams.

Competitive cheers will be
led by the “Visitors from the
Red Planet” on the Red Team
and by “The Amazing Mets™
on the Black.

Walter Krichling. physical
education department head
who is coordinating  Spori
Night. listed the following spe-
ciaity numbers in the contest
for team points:

Contest Features

Character Dance — *The
Flower of Aquarius™ (Red)
*Moon Landing™ (Black)

Marching Teams — “The
Red Baron™ (R) “The Con-
stellation Aquarius™ (B)

Modern Exercises — “The
Love Generation " (K
“Flower Children™ (B)

Modern Dance — ““Aquarins
the Water Bearer™ (R) “In
Search of Peace™ (B)

Band: — “Hawaii Five-O’
(1) ~Alfie™ (B)

Tap Dance — “The Year of
the Dog™ (R) ~Draft Lottery™
(B)

Decorating Competition

In addition to the specialty
and gymnastic contests, there
also is a decoration competi-
fion for which the teams are
painting 12, 20-foot window
murals.

The paintings will be put up
Monday in the gym depicting
dragons. Aquarius.  space-
shipe, the moon walk and the
dove of peace.

Non-competitive  numbers
include the prelude dance.
“The Spirit of Aquarius.”
which sets the spirit of the
show. .\ ballet entitled **Mary
Puoppins™ also will be per-
formed.

Sport Night originated in
1936 as"a one-night-stand and
throught the vears developed
into a three-day competition.

Following Trenton disiru-
hances three years azn, the
events came to a halt. but this
vear. with none of the stu-
dents having previous Sport
Night experience. a fresh
start will be made for for w0
the traditional THS happen-
my.

Tickets can be purchased
every day in room A139 at
THS and from 7 to 9 pm.
Monday and Tucsday.

Trenton Times, April 24,1970
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Jox Baker. captain of lhe Red Team. paints murals for Sport Nighi.

== THS Revives. Show Wednesday c=

Sport N|te Will Need a Break

By Joo Pisciono
Starf Weiter

They'll be trying to revive
& plece of the past Wednesday
night at Trenton High School,
They'll pump a little life into
a corpse called Sport Nife in
the hope that It will rekindle
some of the school spirit last
In recent years. They'll need
a break,

Yoo've gol to go back a
few years to see Sport Nile
In its glory. You've got to go
biack to the days whea THS
students  cared. Those were
the days when the kids argued
for weeks In advance about
the relative merits of the
Black and Red teams, Those
were the days when girls in
the  Junlor high  schools
couldn't wait to move Into
that big bullding on Chambers

N

Sport Nite Jasted a week In
those days. The running score
was a matter ol city-wide
laterest. Tickels were sold aat
a month in advance, and
Juvenile scalpers found a rich
payday. Decorated cars would
stream through the downtawn
sections after each night’s
show, and on Friday mght
there'd be a dozen nbparties
around town for the kids.

In the good years, they sold
nearly 11,000 tickets to Sport
Nite. The money realized
supported the big school's
athletic program, the school
paper and a host of smaller
extra-curricular activities,
Sports Nite was king.

But Sport Nite died two
years ago In the wake of
racial violence In the school.
Thirty-four years of glory and
tradition were destroyed Just

Trentonian, April 28, 1970

like that. Plans for the 1968
edition of Sport Nite were
almost finalized when trouble
broke out. The big show was
cancelled. Tension In the
school forced its eancellation
again last year.

The board of education
decided that Sport Nite would
make a comeback this year.
The THS athletic depariment
was against the ldea, but
many of the students seemed
interested. They've put it
fogether In modified form,
and they'll give it another try
Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday.

The show will run three
pights instead of five, and
there'll he only half as many
students Involved as in the
peak years.

“The numbers aren't really
significant,”  says  Walter
Krichling, head of ihe school's

athletic  department. “The
kids have been working like
crazy and it's going to be a
fine show. We've overcome all
gorls of problems in putting
the show together, and we're
hoping that it will be the first
step in getting things back on
the right track.”

One of the problems faced
by the more than 400 students
and 20 teachers working on

the show has been the loss -

of continuity. *“Several parts
of the show are traditional,”
says Krichling. “In the past
girls would learn these parts
from the girls who preceded
them. But the girls who were
in the show three years ago
are gone, so we've had to
start from scraich in many
areas.”

In case you've forgolten,
Sport Nite performers are all
girls with tbe exception of the

bands. The btoys Involved
serve as ushers, stage hands
and prop builder . The show
jacludes marches, drills, relay
races, dances and specialty
numbers, all built around a
central theme. This year's
tbeme is “The Age of
Aquarius.”

I’s a well chosen theme in
a year when the future of the
show Is hanging in the
balance. Ticket sales have
been slow so far, and the last
thing the renaissance of Sport
Nite needs Is a financial loss.

“I've told the kids they've
gdone a fine job, and that
we're going to put on a great
show even il there’s nobody
there,”” says Krichling.

The kids and the teachers
have been working after
school for the past {wo
months. They deserve betler
than they'll get.



Black team members tune up dancing skills for
Sports Night. Chris Costanzo, standing. is

At a recent student boycott
of Trenton High School, stu-
dents carried picket signs pro-
testing what they called an
*‘unconstitutional 'student gov-
ernment election.

However, one sign stood out
over the rest. It read: *This
Will Not Affect Sport Night.™

The sign was symbolic of
the concern students are
showing for the extravaganza
which begins tonight after a

two-year absence. Even dur-
ing a protest, students took
time out to express their de-
sire to hold Sport Night —
cancelled after school disturb-
ances in the fall of 1967 and
not held since.
Popular Event

The three-day event. prob-
ably the most popular at the
high school for more than 30
vears. began in 1936 as a one-
night stand.

Trenton Times, April 29, 1970

Staff Photo By Mike Steinbacher

surrounded clockwise by Jacqueline Zoladz,
Geraldine Brundage and Sherry Kaplan.

Sport Night: A Beam Of Sun
Through Clouds Of Protest

By this vear, however, no
student at the high school had
ever taken part in a Sport
Nite, so the Student Govern-
ment Association (SGA led
by its president James Hen-
derson, petitioned the schonl
board to bring the event back
to life.

The board agreed and voted
to allocate $5.865 to cover ex-
penses for the extravaganza.

Tonight. tomorrow night
and Friday night, the Black
team will go at it against the
Red team in a series of con-
tests featuring dances, march-
ing teams, modern exercises
and bands.

The theme of the event is
**Age of Aquarius.” Even dur-
ing that recent school baycott,
one picket sign showed the
students wanted the “‘Age of
Aquarius,”™ at least for three
days of Sport Nite.



There’s Joy At THS

Sports Night Rings Out Cheerfully

By LARRY KELLEY
Staff Writer

The dove flew hizh above
the Trenton High School gym
last night. The lights went out
and the music rose from the
darkness. Voices sang “Age of
Aquarius"" and “Le¢t The Sun-
shine In™ and the 3ith Tren-
ton High Girls Sperts Night
beszan with Jovous seunds.

Screaming. shricking. happy
voices filled the gvm. fights
danced on the walis and color-
fully costumed figures danced
on the fioor.

The Red Team competed
again:t the Black Team for
two hours. There were danc-
ing. singing and marching and
when it was over. the Black
Team won 6-3 but it didn't
really matter. More than 1.000

people were feeling too gnnd
to worry about who jost.

The competition will cuntin-
ue fonight and tomorrow night
but the theme of the event is
morc important to most of the
peopie involved: “The Aze of
Aquarius.”

Rooters Divide

Red Team supporters sat ¢n
one side of the gzvm and Black
Team supporters on the other.
Every few minutes. car-
shattering screams went up to
show support and evervbody
jumped around.

Di. Roland Daniels. THS
principal. sat ncar the middle
and said he wished it always
could be like this at the
school.

Plainclothes policemen scat-
tered around the gym were a
reminder of how it sometimes

Stati Photo By Merman Laesker
Christine Costanzo as the Dove leads
the Black Team’s search for peace.

Trenton Times, April 30, 1970

iz at the schoo! but most peo-
ple were havinz oo much fun
io notice them.

The Red Team received a
point for their cover desizn on
the program: a fig-hearing
Gove surrounded by peace
svmbols.

The Red Team also won
peinis for decorations. music
and ticd with the Black Team
{or songs.

Points For Blacks

The Black Team won points
for tap dancing. modern exer-
cises. marching, characters
and finally cheers.

The last category. cheers
gave the Black Tecam its
one point edge going into to-
night’s ecnmpetition.

Friday night. total points
over the three nights will be

(Continued on Paye 5. Col. 1)



Sports Night Bursts
J Oyfully In Trenton

t antinued from Puze One .

adivd up to decide the win-
T

]:a aaovears of competition,
the Red Team has won 1R

tuves and the Black Team 15
t:mes. with two ties.

Alore than 400 students are
taking part in the three-day
event. being held for the [irst
time in three vears. And it is
«hriis that no energy or ex-
pense was spared for the ac-
gy

The coslumes are numerous
and coinrful and the props
arce and creative. But the
nie~i Important contribution
ta Sports Nigzht 15 the spu-
dents, who did most of the
work and created most of the
acts.

The tiiles of some of these
ac's  reflect their  thinking:
“In Search Of Peace,” “"The
l.ne  Generation.”  Flower
Children’” and **The Constella-
fion of .\!illal‘ilh ”

\.fm! cach aet. Walter Kri-
t. head of the THS physi-
t:;'.! edutratinn department, an-
winniy  team.
the feam captain, etther
Jos Bager nf the Red Team
ared Denise Fitzgerald of the

the

I

Trenton Times, April 30, 1970

Black Team. carried the team
flag around the floor whiie the
students sereamed and yelied
their approval.
Lots Of Fun
It was all fun, which is the
way Sports Night was sup-
poseid to be belore being can-
celled in the fall of 1967 after
schon! disturbances.
Bu:t the THS Student Gov-

- ernment Assnciation asked the

waits in wings with othe: members
“In Search Of Peace.”

enact a number entitled

school board for Sports Night
this vear hecause most of the
students wanted it.

When the show ended last
night. people came up to Dr.
Daniels and told him how nice
it was. He said it would be
nicer if it could be that way
all the time.

“But it shows,” he said,
"ihat the students are capable

a lot of good things.”

s;-n Photo By Herman Laesker
Geralaine Brundage tforeground:. a member of the Black Team,

of her group as girl gvmnasts
The giris were

performing in Sport Night opening at Trenton High School last

night.



Trentonian,

April 30, 1970

i
e
gk

Trentonian Photo

SPORT NIGHT RETURNS — Trenion High Schoeol girls
bring THS’s traditional Sport Nite show hack on stage last
night, with Arleen Fagiani (cenier), Miss Trenton High
School, giving the “ready, set . . .” to Joy Baker (left),
Red Team captain, and Denise Fitzgerald, Black Team cap-
tain. The Black Team downed the Reds, 6-5, last night.

Two-Year Gap Fails To Dim Glamor

Acting Sports Editor Herb
Clark covered Sports Night

The Evening Times for
many yvears until it was dis-
continued in 1967. Last night
he returned to the THS gym
to see how the new production
compares with those of the
past.

By HERBERT §S. CLARK

Staff Writer

Sports Night at Trenton
High resumed this year after
3 two-year absence, and any-
one who saw it in 1967 (ihe
last vear) and was away until
last nigit would nave nnted
little difference in the produc-
tions.

Brightly costumed

voung
ladies. well

plaved music,
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boys scurrving around moving
scenery and the noise of
cheering youngsters were all
the same.

There were a few differ-
cnces though. Not as many
participated, there was no
ciamoring for seats, there
were more uniformed police-
men around.

C. Walter Benner, Trenton
High vice principal in charge
of the Sports Night arrange-
ments. said he thinks after
last night’s successful produc-
twon, the gym will be almost
fiiled for tonight's show. And,
Dr. Roland T. Daniels, THS
principal, applauding after
each presentation, looks for
the usual packed house on
Friday.

Sports night is a bit shorter
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now. but it lacks none of the
glitter it bad before. A
character dance number re-
places the folk dance, and
Mrs. Eleanor Pulaski, one of
the girl's gym teachers who
has arranged the event for
many years, said this was
done to provide a broader
scope for originality.

In the past. Sports Night
had been a main source of
revenue for the school to sup-
port its athletic program. This
vear some $5,000 had been
allotted t - the school board to
run the show, and school offi-
cials are hoping the annual
event will come back into its
past glory.

Needed Parents’ Permission

*“The youngsters wanted it,”

a school official said. “They
asked the board, and when it
was approved the teachers
resumed with as much en-
thusiasm as in the past. Some
of the kids lost some interest
then, and there has been a
lack of spirit among the
general body of students. but
those that are participating
are doing so with as much
pride and hard work as in the
past.”

This year the girls had to
receive permission from their
parents to participate. In the
past, it was part of the girls
gym program. Only about 400
were granted this privilege.

Joy Baker, Red Team cap-

tain. said she watched Sports
Night before ever attending
Trenton High. Her sister par-
ticipated, and she was looking
forward to it too. But in her
sophomore year, 1968, it was
cancelled because of racial
strife in February and was
not scheduled last year.

*Felt Like Moving’

“I'm glad we have it back.”
Joy said, *if for nothing else
than to show the community
we do have some unity at
Trenton High ans can do
things together.”

Another happy youngster is
Lois Muccioli, who had also
grown up with the ‘hope of
being in Sports Night and al-
most missed out. “When they

cancelled it two years ago
1 felt like moving to Ewing,™
sh esaid.

There's a little different
policy in the distribution of
tickets, mainly because of the
revenue. Bonner said there is
no complimentary list as in
the past when teachers, board
members, the City Council and
secretaries were given tickets.
Because it is being held only
three nights instead of five,
Bonner said, “we just couldn’t
afford to give the tickets
away.” The price this year is
the same as in the past, §2
and §1.39. The Trenton High
gvm scats 1,643 for each per-
formance.



Red Team
Triumphs

The Red Team triumphed,
G-, last night in Trenton High
School's 3ith Sport Nite com-
potition,

That gives the Red a one-
point edge over the Black
Team, which won 6-5 Wednes-
day, and makes tonight’s final
Sport Nite show the show-
down.

Alter tonight's performance,
total points will be added up
to determine the winnmg
team. In 33 years of competi-
tion, the Red Team has won
16, the Black Team 13. The
two have tied twice.

Trentonian,
May 1, 1970

Sports Night Lead
TakenByRed Team

By JOYCE PERSICO from red and white Red

Staff Writer

The Trenton High School
Red Team won the second
round of Sports Night compe-
tition last night, 6 to 4, and
now has an 11 to 10 lead over
the Black Team.

Music from “Hair™ spilled
over a colorfully dressed- ca-
pacity crowd at the school
gym as Trenton High girls
performed in the annual event
that was suspended for the
past two years.

The spirit and discipline of
the competition was notice-
able early in the evening as a
voung dancer clad in pink
leotard and tights started to
lose a lavender cellophane
skirt that hung from her
waist. She never missed a
step.

Winner Tonight

Tonight, after all the points
are totalled, either the Red or
the Black Team will emerge a
wirner. In overall scores. the
Red Team is ahead. 11-10.
after having lost 6-5 to the
Black Team on Wednesday.

Stressing love and youth.

- the theme of the 34th Sports
* Night at Trenton High is “Age
of Aquarius.” Costumes range
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Baron outfits to psychedelic
green mini shifts.

As points for individual
categories were announced,
the youthful audience scream-
ed its approval in what can
only be described as an up-
surge of youth power.

No Losers
The Red Team won its
points for cheers. modern

exercises. songs. decorations,
modern dance and tied with
the Black Team for character
dance.

The Red Team won its four
points for marching. tap
dance. band and character
dance.

Among audience favorites
was "'The Year of the Dog.”
A Red Team tap dance {eatur-

ing “Flower Drum Song™
music and peppy Trenton
Hish mandarins. Another

show-stopper was the Black
Team's modern dance. “In
Search of Peace.” which is a
poetic dance for world har-
mony.

Talent. spirit and youthful
zest will fill Trenton High's
gvm tonight and ro matter
which team wins there’ll be
no losers.

1970
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Is
Ask Wayne Davis

THE DOCTOR TOOK THE crutches away from Wayne
Pavis and put them on the floor six feet away. Wayne
Davis cannot move too well without some kind of aid. His
job was to travel the six feet, somchow, and get up on the
crutches.

Wayne Davis got on his stomach and used his powerful
arms and chest to drag his limp legs to the crutches. He
grabbed them and struggled to his feel.

By traveling 72 inches, Wayne Davis, a senior at
Trenton High School, was aceepted at the Universily of

The Universily of 1llinois has one of the best programs
:n the nation for physically handicapped students. To get
into it, you have to pass a grueling test of mobility to
show the people who run the school that you will not
come there as a parasite.

Wayne Davis was born with cercbral palsy. He is
paralyzed from the hips down but from the hips up he is

He is an honor student at Trenton High and was
recently awarded the $600 William J. Bickeit Scholarship
by his teachers. He also was awarded a New Jersev State
Scholarship for 5500 a year so it was imporlant to Wayne
Davis that he be accepted at the University of Illinois.

“It was the biggest thrill of my life.” he was saying at
the high school the other day. “It’s something you wnrk
al for a long time and then when it happens, it’s hard Lo
believe.”
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WAYNE DAVIS LIVES at 27 Cleveland Avenue. a gnod
six blocks from Trenton High School. Every morning he
rides a bicyele to school and his mother walks beside
him.
She takes the hike home and at 3 p.m. comes hack fo
the school with it.

“Jt's all been worth il," she says. “He got what he
wanted.”

For three vears at Junior Hizh School No. 2. Mrs. Rara
Davis took Rer son to and from school in a wheel chair.
She did this in all kinds of weather, every morning and
every alternoon.

“What happened wher the weather got bad:™ Wayne
was asked.

I got wet.”

One of Wayne's teachers at Trenton High picks him up
for school now when the weather is bad. At the Universi-
tv of Illinois, there will be no enc to pick him up in the
rain.

That's why he was given these fests at the University
of Ilinois. The doctor wanted to =cc if Wayne cnuld make
it on his own. There was never ary question that he could
make it on his own scholastically.

WAYNE DAVIS 1S THE Trenten Higa School that
nobody talks about.

He is a guiet kid and he's modest. He will not admit
that he has had to work extra hard (o get into college
becanse of his handicap. He will zet embarrassed when
vou commend him for not turninz inta a vegelable. He
will reluctaptly admit that he is the cditer of the
Speciator, ibe school newspapcr.

Instead. he will tell vou that eversbody has o work
hard to get into college — that he was born with cerehral
palsy and never could play basehall or fontball so, he
doesn't know what he missed.

He also will tell you what Trenien High School has done
for him.

“Before I came here. 1 had the impression (hat Treaton
High was a cold school that had a Int of trouble,” he
says. “But most people were willing to help me. Less
than 180 kids out of 3,00¢ are giving the school 2 bad
name.”

Wayne Davis is not alone at Trenton High School. He is
one of more than 400 kids takiny pun in Sports Nizhu.
trying to make it something the school can be proud of.

He worked all day and a few nighls for two wecks an
the lighting for the event and he heiped paint the prop:.

*“¥ou don'l hear much when something zood happens at
the school.” he savs. “The protexts zet all the publiciiy.”

NEXT YEAR, WAYMNE DAVIS will Inok bhack &l Trenton
High School and be thankiul. He will he thankful for ki
part in the Forum Club, the Latin Club, the Key Club and
the Math Club.

He will be thankful for Sperts Night ared the Speciator
and all the things that made him feel like ne belonged.

“This is a good school,” he says. “There's a pond
education bere for anvone who wanls it.”

Wayne Davis wanted it and he zol it. And next year,
when the rain falls, he will make it 10 school by himselif.



Sport Nite ‘Big Success’

The Black Team scored the
most points, but both the
Black and Red Teams turned
out to be winners as the
renaissance of Sport Nite at
Trenton High wound up as an
unqualified success, last
night.

Cancelled for two years
because of disturbances at the
school, Sport Nite returned
Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday free of incident but
packed with excellent en-

tertainment, spirited rivalry
and most importantly, avid
imterest.

After a slow beginning
Wednesday, when some 650
spectators turned out, things
began to pick up. Nearly 1,000
were on hand for Thursday's
competiton and the crowning
glory occurred last night
when school officials had to
turn away several humdred
late arrivals with the spacious
gym already packed to the
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FINAL PERFORMANCE — Red team imem-
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rafters.,

Trailing, 11-10, after {he
first two nights of dances,
marches, races and games,
the Black Team scored a 6-3
victory last night to emerge
the overall victor, 16-14.

School administrators were
beaming as the huge crowd
filed out in orderly fashion at
the conclusion of the show.
Several termed the show a
“big success.”

—JOE PISCIONE
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bers go through final act Friday night during
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Trenton High School’s annual ‘Sports Night.’

SPORT NITE BOOSTER

Sir: In the April 28 edition of The Tren-
tonian, there appeared an article entitled:
Sport Nite Will Need a Break. The eeneral
tone of the article was that Trenton High's
Sport Nite and the school spirit of THS are
things of the past. Neither is fair The girls
in Sport Nite have been working diligenilly
and giving of themselves unselfishly in a
sincere effort to revive Sport Nite and they
have done just that. The girls are in Sport
Nite because they do have schooi spirit and
they do have faith in our fine school, even if
many of our citizens do not.

It is about time that the people of our city
realized that the riots are over and that THS
is one of the finest high schools :n our statc.
This can hardly be seen through the dirt that
is dragged up concerning the past. Sport Nite
is the present and Sport Nite is good—goud
for THS and good for our city. 1t is unity, it
is school spirit, it is Trenton’s young people
at their best. Youth needs encouragement and
not reminders of riots or a nostalgic attitude
of what Sport Nite was. We all, as citizers.
must start somewhere. The girls of Trenton
High have made one step. Now it is up to the
people of Trenton to take the next step and
support the girls of Sport Nite, our high school
and the youth of Trenton.

Carolyn C. Mitchell

Trenion High Student
Trentonian,

May 2, 1970



Sports Night Return
Hailed As Success

In the beginning of January,
most of the 400 Trenton High
School students who took part
in last week’s Girl's Sports
Night, knew virtually nothing
about entertainment.

They had to be taught tap
dancing, ballet, singing, mod-
ern dancing and modern exer-
cises. That’s where the teach-
ing staff stepped in.

Every day after school and
during school they worked
with the kids bringing to
Trenton High one of the most
entertaining Sports Nights
ever held.

Ended Friday Night

The three-day event ended
Iriday night with the Black
Team on top 16-14. After 34
years of competition, the Red
and Black teams are now
tied, 16-16, with two ties.

Last week’s affair repre-
sented just one of the many
accomplishments of the Stu-
dent Government Association
(SGA), which asked the
school board to revive Sports
Night after a two-year ab-
sence. It was cancelled in the
Fall of 1967 after student dis-
turbances.

This year, the SGA, led by
its president James Hender-
son, petitioned the students
and then came before the
board, which agreed to allo-
cate close to $6,000 for the
extravaganza.

“This year’s SGA was the
most successful the school has
ever nad,” said Dr. Roland
Daniels, THS principal.

1,000 Attended

Close to 1,000 spectators at-
tende  Sports Night on
Wednesday and Thursday
nights and Friday night,
several hundred were turned
away as about 1,600 jammed
the THS gym.

“Three nights without inci-
dent made this a very suc-
cessful affair,” Daniels said.
“I'm quite proud of the stu-
dent body because of that. 'm
sure we’ll give consideration
to continuing. the program
n>xt year.”

Daniels added that many
students who did not partici-
pate ir. Sports Night this year
“wished they had.”

“This leads me to believe
they’li be greater participa-
tion next year.”
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Lette/w

Sports Night

Sir: On behall of the stafi and student
bedy of Trenton Central High Scheol, I wish
in express our appreciation for the very fine

publicity

given Lhe school in repard to

Sports Night presentation.
Such newspaper publicity will go far
toward healing very deep wounds which

now exist,

Roland H. Danicls
Principal
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