Suggest End Of Sports Nite

Sweeping Changes Urged In Schools

Here are some of the
recommendations of the panel
on the Trenton High crisis:

—Doubling the size of the
present guidance ctaff,

emphasizing that new staff
members be selected with an
eye to their dedication to the
job.

—A crash reading program
throughout the schools. In the
high school, this program
should be geared {o bringing
80 percent of the students up
to the proper grade reading
level by graduation.

—Establishment of clear
lines of authority between the
school board and the superin-
tendent, the superintencent
and the principals and the
principals and faculty.

—Stepped up recruitment of
Negro teachers.

—Increased intra-mural
sports programs and student
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activities.
—Abandonment of Sports

Nightas educationally
indefensible.

—Programs to involve stu-
dents and faculty in joint
efforts.

~Greater care in the
awarding of tenure to teach-
ers. Establish a system that
would enable the school board
to reward teachers on the
basis of their achievement.

~—Revamping of the general
education pmgram to include
changing employment needs
such as health service.

~—A major effort to develop
and teach courses in Negro
culture and history.

—Esxperimental  program
such as storefront schools em-
ployed in New York.

—General loosening of the

THS Study Report

(exert)

4. While Sports

not held during
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student’s academic future is
chartered at an early age.

—Formation of a clear and
effective code of discipline.

Establishment of a half-
way house to service students
before they are returned fo
the school after serving in a
juvenile institution.

—Efforts to promote inter-
racial activities within the
school.

—Plan on spending $650 per
pupil in" school and reserve
$200,000 in the school budget
to be used as matching funds
for federal, state and private
grants.

—That the principal’s au-
thority over “his” own school
not be permitted to affect pro-
grams in effect throughout the
school system.



THS Principal Hopes for ‘Peace’

Roland Daniels: | Come Seeking Answers

By Pste Sherwood
Staff Writer

He says things like, “I love
kids. . . If we give up on
them we're lost . . . They're
the future of America. . ..If
they're in rebellion and we
doa’t know why, we must try
to find out.” 4

His name is Roland Daniels
and he'll be in charge of
Trenton High School next
week when thousands of city
youths return to the building
which was hit by racial
frouble lasy year.

‘Ilope’ No Trouble,

Would there be trouble next
week? "I hope not. We'll do
everything we can’to run an
ordetly  organization,” he
says, “We're making a flirm
elfort -to communicate with
the kids. T want to give them
lots of initiative."

Roland Daniels was prid-

cipal of Cook School when he
was told last month the school
board and its new superin-
tendent, Dr. Ercell Watson,

‘Hiad selected him to become

principal of Trenton Highi.
At his air-conditioned office,

the man with three college.

degrees and decades of “ek-
perience in the Trenton school
system discussed his
philosophy of education and
plans, for receiving some 3,500

“students next Wednesday..

“fhe students come up to
me and say they want a
mailbox — a suggestion box
for the Student Government.

“They got it They wont to

patticipate. in assemblies. I

.buy it. I want them to become

tmore and more a part of this
school.”

Dr. Daniels says he's a firm
believec in running a school

‘witle demberacy: He plang %o

.be _a-

work closely with thé Student
Government and. the Faculty
Cabinet,

More social activities, he
says, also are needed. Th2
principal was asked abouy

‘Sports Nite, a traditional THS

festival cancelled last yeac
because of -the vialence.

* Sports Nite Out?
“*I don't know about that.
. . the question right now is
in a nehulous state. There has
been no dccision made but
there will be one made
shortly.
“But if there is no Sports
Nite, then there will have to
substitute  activity.

Yeurkine  with  kids, I'm

always optimistic things can
be worked out,” he said.

Dr,. Danlels 18 a friendly
man and yet he's firm — or
rather, he gives tha  im.
pressiod ot Béink Lii 3

“I will not stand- for an
unruly youngster. . . regar-
dless of race, colpr or creed,”
he says.

What does he feel about
dress regulations, a major
gripe by many students?

“I'm not going to sit here
and say yes and now without
allowing others {o have their
say. Other people are going
to take part in decision
making, Dr. Danicls

promises. .“This building is.

loaded with talent and I think
we should use it."”

Dr. Daniels discounted
speculation his placement in
the key THS post was made
because of his color in hopes
that this would soothe racial
tensions.

‘Problems Still Here'

“I don't think putting a man
who is black at the head of
Treton High wad dane to
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solve the problems. The
problems were here before
and they're still here,”” he
says. “We must solve the
problems. which preceed the
action.

“I don't ever wani to be
disillusioned to the point
where an image snlves the
problems which precede the
answers. I come sceking
answers.”

Dr. Daniels walked down a
Trenton High corcidor and
passed a group of students
who had come to school a
few days early to help get
things ready.

“Can I come and work for
you?'' asked one gircl,
laughing.

“I'll have to think about
that,” said Dr. Daaiels.
CRagdbala)) il Dy
Daniels, chuckling “Thoss
little rascals.”



THS STAYS SHUT TODAY:
‘PEAGE’ HOPES JOLTED

Mayor Booed
At Assembly

By Don Murdaugh and Tony Wilson
Staff Writers

Troubled Trenton High School will remain
closed until Monday — at least — as efforts continuo
today to bring about-peace between white and black
atudents.

Earlier hopes for a scttlement of the dispute
were threatened Iast night as a result of an emotion-
al :necling of some 500 white students and their pare
ents, .

. . Mayor Carmen J. Armenti and other city offi.
cials were booed at the meeting in Washington School
and criticized for “giving in to Negro demands.”

Earlier, Gov. Richard J. Hughes met with six
white students, then six black students and later
with Armenti, Schools Supt.. Dr. Ercell 1. Watson
and others,

“I deem [t the responsibility of this state to
absolutely and completely guarantee the personal
safety of every student who goes to school in this
atate,” thie governor declared, )

Prior to the end of the Washington School
meeting, Dr. Watson had been optimistic that the
situation could be worked out s0 classes at the high
school could resume Monday,

“We're atill working with parents and students,
black and white, so when we open school they'll be
{ea?y to get down to business,” he told The Tren-

ontan,

- TR When he said this, he had the impression that
L A student spokesmen — both black and white — would
T N get the approval of those they say they represent
P 4 . to go back to school Monday,
EURR Y Classea at the 3,000-student, 55 per cent black
; R L T o | high school were dismissed at about 11 am. Thurs.
I AR & day in the wake of a partial student boycott which
s e started the day before.
R e o ST Dr. Watson, who appeared calm after a series
RV & ,ﬁ%ﬁ-& P T of often-tense meetings during the day, said last
PSS Wt T e R ekt e - night that only the high school would be closed today.
! Trostenion Pivtod by Sievt Mersin He said the junior highs and elementary schools

PARK PROTEST — A. Maftel (tight), Trenton assistast tendent of . 17 3 : ‘
MRy s "“"("’ hatiel & e Siperintende o fn the 17,500-student city achool system would be
o8 & sessien yesterday fa Colambes Park.

n,
pe Toachers at high school, he added, are to re-
port to school today as nsual, .
Student boycott leaders — despite official pro.
mises that “ample security” will be on hand Mon.
day — gave strong indications that the boycott may
continue indefinitely.
More than 500 white parents and students —
at a meeting originally billed for adults only — at.
tended the \Washington School meeting that was
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characterized by chaotle verbal
bowts and disorderly shouts
from the audience.

Armenti, arriving after a
lengthy scssion  with  Gov.
Hughes and other olticlals
concerned about growing racial
divisions and high  school
violence was greeted with a
mixed wave of boos and ap-
plause when he walked into the
school auditorium.

1is opening quip, “'1 want you
to know, that 1 will not accept
the Presldentcy of the United
States” brought a rare display
of laughter to the otherwise —
angry session,

*Main Concern”

After  calling  the school
problem "my main concern”
and promising to “lay out a
security program to go Into
effect Monday,” Armenti drew
applause when he sald high
school “bullles, punks and in.
truders” will be prosecuted by
law in the future,

“What you're doing Is ab.
solutely correct,” the mayor
sald. ‘“Unfortunately, - it
sometimes takes something like
this to get people to register
thelr concern.'

But St was when Armentd
talked of bridging raclal gaps
that the boos rocked the ceiling.

*'f don't think a race or ethnic
group should be Indicled

mentl declared, before leaving
the hall by a side entrance to
the nolte of such cries as
"make him stand there lor
questions™ and *'you gave them
the city."”

Adults and students paraded
to the auditocium stage later
in the two - hour session, some
citing personal incidents of
stvdent  abuses and  others
asnalling city politicians and
school  board members as
"spincless” and “rolten,”

A measure of comtrol was
harvested near the end when
a chairman, Lawrence Spoto
was named to represent the
parents and a conmmitlee for-
med 10 work with problems on
a more dirext basis with of-
liciale.

Newsmen were permitted to
report frecly on the tneeting,
but cametas and radio
lape recordors  were  barred
because  certain communiy
leaders felt they would have an
inflammatory effect upon the
rest of the community.

School Board President John
Tesauro spoke briefly and was
the target of boos. Councilman
Gerard  Naples, who Jabeled
himsel! the city’s most law -
enforcementminded oftidal,
received a lukewarm reception
before leaviog the hall earty.
Rfd?elzmc”ll Pmumm Peter

, wally a ar {1
in Chambersburg, bauty%
begun speaking when someone

Chalienges Foes
Radice wWen challenged
"atyone with Insalls to say
ot

shouled, “"Thiow the bum ot )

.
i
g

need them s keep th barri
-gcmmm.\::?' il

aspect of the parents'|social studies and a resumption
organization, Radice then gavelol Sport Night,

an emotional pitch for more] Tae dispute was touched off
“love" Wednesday alter white students

“There Is sorrow in my hearl|boycoited classes and met i
because 1 feel a great amount{Columbus Park.
of hate among you,” Radice| They complained that white
sald, “I'm as responsible for|students were belng shaken
it as any onc of you. , ."” down by black students and

Different factions of adults{were belng struck or “pw
appeared to be fighting over{shotted' by them.
control over the meeting. In the| Two former THS Negro
end, It seomed leaders of “thelstudents, Marvin Dotson and
boycotting students dominated|Stanley Gidson, both 10, at.
the tone more than the adulls,jtempled o get a settloment
however, underway eardy Thurday

Seek Inspection - morning.

Spoto, the new chalrman, sald| Some 2,000 of the .students
parents would organize to in-istayed away from  classes,
spect the premises of the highlAbout 400 wites were i
schoo! *to sce if theee Is enough]Columbus Park.
protection”  before  allowing] Several hundred black
students to return Monday. students went to the schodl, at

Some adults, upset al the{ficst refused to go In then were
proceedings, feared that thelpersuaded to go In  the
moodd of some of llhfl Whl:‘e auditorium.
students, especlally the] Dolson and Gibson went to
ringleaders, could lead 0 &jthe park, received a less than
physical confrontalion  withlcordial welcome from the
black students, whites, then went tn the high

Simiar fears were expressedischool with John J. Stillitane
yesterdoy prior to Interaciallang Joseph Caracciolo, both ),
moetings of wudents atisnokesmen for the whie
Columbus Park and in the highlstudents. :
school aduditorium. But except Nelsy Receptlion
l?r a minor scrap between WO} They were greeted by a noy
Negro girls, there were 0o 30-fcrowd of a fow hundred black
cidents, studonts In the auditorium,

Reports fitered In late lant ‘We are seeking a solution,”
night of groups of black studentsipr, Watson sald repeatedly as
who plan o show up at THS (0 lhe ried to calm the studens,
day despite the shutdown arders.!] think black and white st
No confirmation, however, was|dents can find a solution.”
possib!e: . The four stude:t Icaders each

Dr. Watson sail the governor{spoke,

“wamled us to know he was| “Black power . . . Is in the
standing behind us . .« lo have books,” Dotson safd.

la'w and oder in our schools.l “We don't want 1o dominate
We assured him that we wouldiyou and I'm sure you dx't want
s Tl Bt e, domnate 4" Caficish

e sald. “Lets get logether.”

treatment of students and to] “You cats better get Mp.
develop thote programs more;man,’ said Gibson, “without an
meaningful to all students.” cducation, you can't make it

He said he was to meet with] *"We don't want no trouble
the studert Jeaders at 10 a.m.|from anybody.” Stillitano said.
wq.u: in the administration{"We just want to go lo scheal
building to find out ¥ thejand Jearn. 1 was hotheaded
students appirove an yesterday, beoause R was my
“hammered oul” yostorday,  fcousin who got stabbed In the

Among the lerms, he sald.lear with a pencil.
wete  “laic  and hmnm‘ *“When 1 sce these guys (Dit-
teeatment of all students, Had‘m and Gibson) come over to
or white,” black history in'day, it changed a It of things."*

WY T ety g ¥

‘.,“ e ;?‘:\‘“‘
sl 3:' R

Freetprigd Foeio
GROUNDED YOUTTI=There wete mete (han a few say-

Henysppplavting : e wity

s ey () fomger dakesbighe gebood vieience lying duns.
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Replace S port Nite?

THS Arts Fete Slated

Students at  Trenton High
School will stage a Festival of
the Arts Friday night as »
replacement for Sport Nite a
traditional annual cvent can
celled last year following vielent

student  disturbances at the
school,
While school officials are

hopeful that the festival will
take the place of Sport Nite,
student  government  President

The festival will Involve
a program which will trace the
growth of America through the
contributions of its ethnic and
racial groups.

The 3iyear odl Sport Nite

Program used to involve most

in sports and stage shows, and
last year would have Invelved

Shawn Laurenti said fthadn't

over 1,100 participants if it had

been decided whether it would““kt‘" place,

become an annual event,

"We are hoping to find some

kind of event that would involve

performances by 500 students lnla greater portion of the school

than this year's program,” Miss
Laurenti sald.

Commenting on the possibility
of reinstating Sport Nite, she
sald that after this ycar's
seniors graduate the school
won't have any students with

of the school's female studentShne expericnce to dircet the

event,

The art festlval will include
singing, national dances, per-
formances by the school chorus,
and dramatic skits. A student
art exhibit will line the school's
corridors and Jobby,

Tickets for the 8 p.m. show
will be avallable at the door,

“In the past some members
of the community haven't been
interested In anything other
than Sport Nite, 1 hope people
will come out and support the
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Friday Night At THS

Testival,” Miss

cluded.

Laurent! con

Arts Festival Replacing Sports Nite?

Five hundred Trenton High
School students will perform
Friday night in a Festival of
the Arts which officials hope

will become the successor to
the once-popular Sports Night
cancelled last year because of
trouble at the school.

Trenton Times, April 23, 1969

The program begins at §
p-m. in the school auditorium
and throuzh use of the theme,
**Forever To Be,” will trace
the growth of America
through the contributions of
its ethnic and racial groups.

Admission will be charged
and tickets are now on sale
and will be available at the
door Friday night.

This original program was
written and organized by Miss
Elizabeth Dillon and the stu-
dents of the drama depart-
ment.

It brings together some 3500
students who are members o:
the choral department under
the direction of Harry Mulder.
the instrumental department
lead by Charles Wertman, the
special dance groups under
the leadership of Mrs. Elean-
or Pulaski, Mrs. Lois Enoura-
to and Mrs. Marion Ramsey.

Industrial arts students

under the assistance of Miss
Carol Hickey and Mr. Henry
Zealand have prepared the

costumes and the propertics.
the staging has been carried
out by members of the stage
crew and Ben Elliott. Carl
Overton, Stanley Ellis, Alton
Rader and the students of
Fine Arts and Industrial Arts
departments will display their
works of art in the lobby and
corriders of the school.

The script committee ar-
ranging the program are
Shawn Laurenti, Randall Bril-

liantine, Patricia  Gibson.
Josephine Strachin, Miiton
Burrell, James Henderson.
Frances McDaniel, -ngela

Rogos, Judith Tancreda. Vir-
ginia Provost, and Miss Eliza-
beth Dillon.

The two-hour festival is
being coordinated by C. Wal-
ter Brenner, THS vice princi-

pal.



THS Prescats Festival Of The Arts Tonight

Two weeks of constant re-
hearsing for some 500 Trenton
High Schonl students comes to
an end tonight as the school's
Festival of the Arts opens to

Heading the dancing teams are. front, Clarissia Vereen. left,
representing East India and Deborah Pratt, France. In the

the public at 8 p.m. for a one
nightstand.

Entitled “Forever to Be™,
the program is a porirayal of
the growth of Amecrica and
the contribution of its ethnic
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groups.

C. Walter Brenner, THS
vice principal. is gencral coor-
dinator.

Srving as a fillin for
Sport Night, which has not

been held for the past two
vears, the Festival of the Arts
will include a choral group,
orchesira, drama club and
dancers.

Miss Alethea Skokos. vice

principal in charge of curricu-
lum and instruction at THS,
said African culture is stress-
cd in the program “hecause
we never had the material
before.™

back, from left. 8re Frances Tazza. Italv: Carol Summers,
Africa: Marilyn Davis, Scotland and Linda Solivoda, Ireland.



Harry Mulder left, Trenton High School music From left are George Neuman, drummer, Sylvia
teacher, rehearses students for tonight’s festival. Brown and Stan Stroman, soloists.
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We Forgot

Sir: Where were you when
you were needed? Where were
your photographers and your
reporters at Trenton High's
most receni happening? Will
you be able to report and depict
for vour readers the event that
involved 500 students. black and
white; members of the faculty
and administration and 900
interested onlookers? The whole
thing took 1% hours and was
the most thrilling and enjoyable
evening's entertainment since
“Sports Nite.”” The combined
talents of the English and
drama, physical education,
music and art departments pro-
duced “Forever To Be” and
caused the 900 members of the
audience to rise in a standing
ovation at its conclusion.

Does it fake a sit-in. protes-
tors, rioting and complete dis-
ruption for Trenton High 10 get
a two-page spread in your news-
paper? Where does your respon-
sibility lie for positive news re-
porting for a change? Trenton
High also has enormous talent
on the part of its students and
its faculty. Teachers who have
been accused of lack of interest
were certainly not in evidence
on this occasion. These mem-
bers of the faculty worked tire.
lessly with the students to pro-
duce a show depicting America
for its true worth. In poetry.
song and dance this was shown.
As an interested parent who,
incidentally. did not have a
child participating. this was an
evening I will not forget for a
long time to come.

The penple who make Amer.
ca great, also make a communi-
ty great. Do not write THS off
by anv means, it too is a “mel-
ting poi” and people working
together for a common good can
produce fine results. | can think
of uo better way of “laying it on
the line™ than to quote from the
program of “Forever To Re™:
“The final function of art is
not merely a pleasure. a sn.
lace. or an amusement. I{ has
the unique function of wuniting
men (and students) in love of
each other and in love of life
itself.”

There was so much vou conld
have done for the studenis. the
faculty. the administration. the
name of Trenton High Scheal
and all that it means. and vou
weren't even there' | am so
disappointed in yon.

Anne K. Satnick
Trenton

Trenton Times,
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